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RE: DOCKET NUMBER RSPA-99-6223 (HM-2 13B) 
Dear Sir: 

Cargo Tank Concepts, Ltd. is a certified manufacturer of petroleum cargo 
tanks and affiliated equipment, as well as a repair and testing facility. Our 
company represents a family tradition in this industry that dates back to 
1859. Of particular importance, is that we have been the leaders in wetline 
technology for more than 10 years. 

As requested in the recent wetline ANPRM, we are offering the following 
comments to several of your questions regarding wetline issues and 
technology. 

A. General 
1. Are the statistics and data (e.g., cargo tank population, useful life 
of a cargo tank, accident frequency and consequences), costs (e.g., 
purging system, short-loading lines, new construction, retrofit), and 
potential benefits (e.g. fatalities, injuries, and property damages 
prevented) provided in this ANPRM accurate? 

Wet line incidents are far more frequent occurrences than the existing 
database might suggest. RSPA has been aware for more than a decade of the 
problems associated with the underreporting of incidents by those involved, 
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as well as other inadequacies with the HMIS database that have been a 
persistent concern of the NTSB. Consequently, common claims that wetline 
incidents are “rare” events are totally unsubstantiated. It is also completely 
logical to assume that outlet piping, designed to fail if impacted in an 
accident, will do just that. There are many conclusions about the frequency, 
patterns, and potential risks associated with wetlines that are detailed in our 
attached wet line incident study, which we submitted to RSPA last year. 
Please now refer to this document and include it in the DMS docket. 

Costs associated with our wetline purging system can vary. It is 
important to understand that our purging system embodies a patented 
method of eliminating wetlines, which can incorporate a multitude of various 
devices to achieve its end and meet the specific demands of the consumer, 
including low cost/no frill type options. The majority of customers who use 
our system are major oil companies that are self-insured and prefer the “soup 
to nuts” type option of a fully automated system that requires no driver 
operation whatsoever. Depending on the options chosen, prices of the 
“Cadillac” system have ranged between 3-4 thousand dollars. The typical 
price, however, is approximately $3,500. Installation of the system has 
become much easier over the last 5 years due to incorporating flexible 
purging lines and our installation manual. Total labor is about 16 
manhours, but fiequently comes at no real expense to the consumer. This is 
because the customers themselves, in their own shops and at their own 
leisure, have done most installations. The costs of gas-fieeing and tank 
testing are also capable of being hlly recovered by arranging coupling 
installations to occur when the tank comes in for its 5-year tests. This leaves 
only the cost to weld in the tank couplings, which is approximately $300. 
Thus, the consumer has the available option of furnishing and installing the 
hlly automated system, either new or retrofit, for a cost of only $3,800. As 
you are aware, the prices quoted in the ANPRM are for a cheaper, semi- 
manual system which eliminates the unnecessary costs of optional optic 
sensors, solenoids, LEDs, etc. Please take note that the cheaper prices listed 
in the ANPRM for the manual systems are accurate. 

5. In addition to the potential beuefits described in this ANPRM, are 
there additional benefits, measurabk or otherwise, that would result 
from implementation of measures to re*ce wetline risks? 

One of the greatest proven benefits of our purging system is that it 
finally provides the user with a continual means of detecting emergency 
valves that may be leaking or stuck open. Before outlet pipes began being 
used as inlet pipes for bottom loading, leaking emergency valves were easily 
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detected by the presence of gasoline in the outlet piping. Bottom loading 
changed all that, because the lines then became normally filled along with 
the cargo tank. A recent installation of a purging system for a major oil 
company revealed that all 5 emergency valves were stuck open, despite their 
procedures for periodic inspections. A wet line incident in this case would 
have caused the loss of the entire contents of the affected compartments. 
Our experience with over 130 installed systems running on the road over the 
last 5 years has convinced us that emergency valve performance has not 
been adequately assessed with periodic inspections and that the high number 
of faulty emergency valves detected by our system in service is 10%. Since 
our purging system immediately detects a leaking emergency valve on each 
and every load, these benefits under the circumstances are more than 
substantial and should be factored into any costhenefit analysis. 

6. Should a benefit-cost analysis include the reduction of risks 
associated with low-frequency, high-consequence events? 

Of course it should. This question underlies the tendency to disregard 
the reality and inevitability of such occurrences and explains why the most 
costly incidents tend to be those for which one is least prepared. I have 
attached a letter we wrote to OMB last year that addresses some of these 
issues. The problem with low frequency, high-consequence events is that 
their probabilities in the real world can be miscalculated or, more 
importantly, can simply change with time. For example, much attention has 
been given lately to regulations that might reduce the risk of gasoline cargo 
tanks being hijacked by terrorists, but a cargo tank doesn’t need to be 
hijacked, nor does it need to be rigged with explosives to create a 
catastrophe. The risks of wetline incidents have thus far been confined to 
accidental occurrences, however, it must be realized that “low-fkequency, 
high-consequence events” could rapidly become common events if they 
become intentional. Without the need to plan or execute a hijacking and 
without the need to obtain or plant explosives, it would be virtually 
impossible to prevent a suicidal motorist from simply following a cargo tank 
and veering into the wetlines at a “perfect” moment, such as when it crosses 
the middle of a suspension bridge. Wet line fires can rather quickly ignite 
vapors being released out of the top of the tank, through the normal and 
emergency vents. As you have already seen in a wet line accident press 
released video we sent you, concerning the last cited incident you mentioned 
in your ANPRM, the cargo tank as seen burning from the top has become 
quite an inferno. According to an EPA report, entitled Fuel Economy 
Impact Analysis of RFG, gasoline has an average BTU rating of 113,000 
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BTUs per gallon. A typical 9,000 gallon tanker then would yield 
1 ,O 1 7,000,000 (1 billion 17 million) BTUs. Since the top-burning tanker fire 
usually burns itself out in approximately 2 hours, it would have a BTU 
rating of about 508,500,000 BTU Hours. To understand this heat index, we 
can compare this value with over 4,200 home heating furnaces all burning at 
once. This heat would be concentrated within the envelope of the size of the 
cargo tank for 2 straight hours, which is more than enough concentrated heat 
to cause the main cable to fail. Has RSPA calculated the cost of losing a 
suspension bridge from a terrorist attack or an accidental fender bender? It 
appears obvious that the estimate of 7-8 million dollars for the NY State 
Thruway wetline incident is by no means even close to a worse case 
scenario. 

7. Would requirements for systems to reduce the risk posed by wetlines 
for all newly constructed cargo tank motor vehicles result in significant 
reductions in per unit cost because of economies of scale? 

Over the last 5 years we have manufactured and sold only about 130 
systems nationwide. As RSPA explained at the last NTTC conference and 
trade show, major industries have indicated that they are “holding off’ 
purchasing new systems until a rule prohibiting wetlines is promulgated. 
Obviously, the cost of our systems would be reduced substantially if we 
produced 1,000 units per year, as opposed to 26. 

Purging System 
1. How effective is a purging system in reducing the risks posed by 
wetlines? 

Our systems have been extremely effective. Last year a major oil 
company averted a disaster only 3 weeks after having purchased its 1’‘ and 
only system. According to the company, the truck had run over a discarded 
drive shaft that tore open the outlet piping. Because of our system, no 
product spilled from the piping. As detailed in our enclosed wetline incident 
study, simple road debris is capable of damaging the thin schedule 10 
aluminum piping at any time. The splattering product will readily ignite and 
will create a road slick, coating the tires in gasoline that can cause the 
vehicle to lose control or overturn. 

In another incident, an independent carrier had reported that his 
system had averted disaster when a passenger vehicle had hit and damaged 
the outlet piping of his unit, trapping a woman in her car beneath the vehicle. 
Although the tanker was empty, the owner assured me that several gallons of 
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gasoline would still have spilled onto the hood of the vehicle if not for our 
system. Apparently, several gallons of gasoline are normally retained in the 
outlet piping of his empty units, because his tankers open all vapor valves 
and compartment valves simultaneously. When the driver switches his 
discharge hose to the next compartment, the residual product remaining in 
the prior compartment continues to drain and accumulate in the outlet pipe, 
unabated for the remainder of the delivery. Has RSPA considered the risks 
of “partial” wetlines on “empty” vehicles returning to the terminal and the 
benefits of eliminating this hazard? Has RSPA considered the risks of 
wetline hazards as it pertains to road debris, fuel slicks, vehicular control 
loss, rollover and the other trends and issues raised in our wetline incident 
study? Has RSPA considered the benefits of eliminating these specific 
wetline hazards? 

As detailed in the answer to your 1* question, our systems have been 
diligent on immediately detecting emergency valves that fail to seal 
properly. Has RSPA considered the risks associated with defective 
emergency valves that go undetected for undetermined periods as a result of 
the allowance of wetline practices? Has RSPA considered the benefits 
associated with eliminating this hazard and detecting any emergency valve 
that goes faulty on the very next load? Has RSPA considered the cases in 
our wetline incident study that detail wetline risks associated with 
emergency valve failure and detection, road debris, fuel slicks and rollovers, 
incident frequency, underreporting, data integrity, etc? 

2. Is a purging system practicable for installation on new cargo tank 
motor vehicles? 
3. Is a purging system practicable for installation on existing cargo tank 
motor vehicles (Le., retrofit)? 
4. Are there any motor carriers actively operating or contemplating 
operating cargo tank motor vehicles (Le., retrofit)? 
5. If so, what configuration is utilized (automatic, manual, other) and 
what was the cost to modify the cargo tank? 
6. What are the costs to maintain a cargo tank motor vehicle with a 
purging system installed? 

It is more than obvious that our system is practicable for installation 
on both new and existing equipment. Over the last 5 years more than 130 
fully automated systems have been installed nationwide and have been on 
the road for an average of 3 years. More than half of these systems were 
installed as retrofits. The systems have been running essentially trouble- 
free. This fact is not so surprising when one realizes that our system has 
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essentially no moving parts, for the exception of a solenoid and 3 check 
valves for each compartment. 

Last year, Sunoco finished equipping its entire national fleet with our 
purging systems. It should be mentioned that Sunoco did an extensive in- 
depth analysis of our system by their risk review team, before moving 
forward. As you are aware from our promotional video, as well as our 
system demonstrations, many of the concerns raised about our system have 
been answered. For example, it has been demonstrated that no welding on 
the tank is required, not even for retrofits. Product check valves have been 
installed by drilling through the flange of the emergency valve and outlet 
pipe couplings can be installed off the unit or into the sight glass or into the 
loading adaptor. Repeated tests of the vapor concentrations of the outlet 
pipe, immediately after purging, have consistently demonstrated that the 
purging process leaves the outlet pipe in the same supersaturated condition 
that normally exists in the outlet pipe before loading. 

BP/AMOCO/ARCO, Getty and MotivdShell have each installed a 
system on one of their units. Unfortunately, despite declarations of 
satisfaction for our system from both written and performance perspectives, 
two of those companies have decided to postpone krther purchases pending 
the issue of a RSPA rule prohibiting wetlines. It should also be mentioned 
that 2 independent carriers have a total of 6 systems and that 2 other 
companies have had our system couplings welded into an approximate total 
of 80 new tanker trucks, in anticipation of a pending RSPA wetline 
prohibition. 

Again, the typical cost for this “Cadillac” system is $3,500. Labor 
for installation is 16 madhours and customers who opt to do their own 
installations have recovered the majority of this cost. As explained in the 
answer to your lS’ question, gas-freeing and testing costs are also fully 
recoverable. With the cost just to weld in the couplings at $300, customers 
have the available option of purchasing the fully automated system, 
installed, at a total cost of $3,800. 

Conspicuity 
Conspicuity, although always helpful, does little to properly address 

the obvious hazards of transporting up to 50 gallons of flammable liquid in 
thin outlet piping that is designed to fail, if impacted in an accident. 

Accident Damage Protection 

damage protection would weigh 3,000 lbs. 
It has been previously documented to RSPA that appropriate accident 
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Non-Regula tory 
Would a non-regulatory approach, such as an awareness campaign to 
alert the public as to the hazards posed by wetlines, be successful in 
helping to reduce the risk posed by wetlines? 

Alerting the public can accomplish more than one might expect, 
should the nature of the hazard be exposed. This would entail more than a 
“Danger; pipes carry gas” approach. We believe the public has every right 
to be alerted to the fact that cargo tank outlet piping, designed to fail if 
impacted in an accident, is being used to transport up to 50 gallons of 
gasoline located directly underneath a cargo tank that carries thousands of 
gallons of flammable liquid. As detailed in our wetine incident report, the 
frequency and accuracy of wetline incidents being properly reported has 
grown with recent public awareness. It should be noted that a costhenefit 
analysis should take this factor, as well as underreporting, into account. It 
should also calculate the fact that wholly intrastate carriers were not required 
to report hazardous material releases to the HMIS database for most of the 
12 year period specified (1 990 -200 1) .  

Very truly yours, 
Cargo Tank Concepts, Ltd. 

Ron Andenmatten, President 
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USDOT 
RSPA 
400 7* St. S.W.; Room 8108 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Attention: Ms. Denise Johnson 
Dear Ms. Johnson: 

May 5,2002 

Enclosed, please find a report listing some of the established and probable wet 
line incidents that have occurred between 1/1/90 and 12/3 1/01. This list only represents 
the incidents that I am aware of through my business experience and a brief search on the 
Internet. 

There is little doubt that many wet line incidents during this period will be going 
undetected. This is particularly true for those that may have occurred with “wholly 
intrastate carriers” or those that occurred before the 1999 Dateline NBC program brought 
national attention to the wet line issue. You should note how the number of incidents we 
collected, especially those that specifically describe wet line or outlet valve involvement, 
greatly increases after this program first aired on May 23, 1999.’ For example, during the 
first 9% years of your collection period I could only find 10 “established” or “highly 
probable’’ wet line incidents. However, I found 14 such incidents during the brief 2%- 
year period that followed the “Dateline” airing. This fact clearly suggests that many prior 
wet line incidents may have gone unreported or had been misrepresented, as the NTSB 
suggested in its wet line report (HAR98-02; pages 15 and 16; attached). For these 
reasons, it is highly likely that the higher incident rate over the last 2% years is more 
reflective of reality. Those 14 incidents involved 1 1 fatalities, constituting an annual 
fatality rate of 4.4 per year. A costhenefit analysis, consequently, should take these facts 
into account and “weigh” the earlier data accordingly. 

will demonstrate how wet line spills can precipitate or cause overturns, how wet line 
practices impede emergency valve reliability, causing major spills and how the cargo 
tank will fiequently maintain its integrity during substantial impacts and overturns, only 
to be compromised by the wet lines that fail, as designed.2 

I believe that you will find this report enlightening. Some of the following cases 

(Continued Page 2) 

’ Dateline NBC; “Wet Lines - Running On Empty” 
Seecase#s  1,2,5,7, 14, 15, 16and27. 2 
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Cargo Tank Concepts, Ltd./RSPA 5/5/02 

I have organized the list chronologically and have enclosed the original 
documents that are labeled with their respective “case #“. I have also indicated what I 
consider to be the “probability” of wet line involvement for each event. Relevant quotes 
and notes explaining my reasoning follow each of these assessments. The probabilities 
are separated into the following 3 categories, based upon the nature and completeness of 
the information available: 

Established: Statements from authorities or eyewitnesses have 
specifically confirmed or described a wet line incident. 
(Le. leakinghroken outlet piping, valves, etc.) 

High Probability: Statements from authorities or eyewitnesses have 
provided sufficient information to reasonably determine that it is highly 
likely that a wet line incident precipitated, contributed or caused the event. 

Possible: Statements from authorities or eyewitnesses have 
provided some information that is indicative of wet line involvement. but 
critical information is missing that makes it impossible to determine 
whether or not wet lines were most likely involved. These events and 
their missing information are listed because of their significance and in the 
hopes that RSPA, NTSB, etc., will eventually be able to obtain it. 

This data may significantly enhance the calculated benefits of prohibiting wet 
lines in your costhenefit analysis. Although I feel a retroactive rule on all cargo tanks is 
warranted, I also believe that furthering delays in the face of OMB concerns and industry 
resistance may ultimately self-defeat the public safety. Consequently, I feel it may be 
prudent to limit a retroactive rule to cargo tanks that are less than 15 years old, as the 
most recent OMB reply had mentioned. 

new equipment and that did not, at the very least, include all DOT 406 units would be a 
waste of the 20-year effort to finally bring the improved specification about. It doesn’t 
make sense to now split this new specification into 2 categories, where one small group 
will continue to transport gasoline in a manner contrary to the way it was originally 
designed. In addition, the national fleet of DOT 406 units is comparatively few in 
number and exceptionally young, with an average age projected to be less than 3 !h years. 

Thank you for your interest in safety and please call me if you have any questions. 

I also feel compelled to mention, however, that a rule that would only apply to 

Very truly yours, 
Cargo Tank Concepts, Ltd. 

Ron Andenmatten, President 
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associated with the transportation of 
gasoline in external unprotected line 
may entail alterations to the cargo tank 
piping, fixed loading and unloading 
equipment, or both. For these reasons 
we are excepting gasoline from the pro- 
hibition on the transportation of hazard- 
ous materials in external unprotected 
piping. However, we encourage the pe- 
troleum industry to consider the risk 
they accept in employing this practice, 
and work to eliminate it. We believe the 
petroleum industry is best positioned to 
consider and evaluate all the possible 
ways to eliminate this risk in the most 
cost effective manner. 

In response to RSPA’s encouragement to 
eliminate this practice, the API analyzed the 
risks of carrying hazardous materials in loading 
lines. It reported to RSPA in 1994 that: 

The analysis of wet line [loading line] 
accident statistics indicates that the 
probability is quite low that a fatality 
will be directly attributable to a wet line 
failure in an MC-306 tank truck acci- 
dent. Twenty-four of the 25 MC-306 
accidents involving wet line releases did 
not result in an injury (1 1 years of data). 

The wet lines are most vulnerable to 
side-on impacts .... The majority of re- 
ported wet line spills are under 20 gal- 
lons .... For this spill size of 20 gallons 
the calculated maximum injury radius is 
36 feet. The potentially hazardous areas 
are then limited to the immediate vicin- 
ity of the tank truck and do not directly 
threaten the public in the neighboring 
community. 

The API also reported that based on the 
results of this risk analysis, it had cancelled a 
study to evaluate altemate means of loading 
cargo tanks that would result in dry loading 
lines. 

In the interim, RSPA amended the regula- 
tions in 1990 to prohibit the transportation of 
poison B liquids, oxidizer liquids, liquid organic 
peroxides, and liquids corrosive to the skin in 
loading lines unless there was adequate bottom 
damage protection. The rulemaking permitted . \  t 

..% 

carriers to continue to transport petroleum prod- 
ucts and other hazardous materials in loading 
lines without bottom damage protection. 

The Safety Board concludes that transport- 
ing hazardous materials in loading lines creates 
a hazardous condition. Therefore, the Safety 
Board believes that the DOT should prohibit the 
carrying of hazardous materials in extemal pip- 
ing of cargo tanks, such as loading lines, that 
may be vulnerable to failure in an accident. 

The statistics that RSPA used in developing 
its 1989 Final Rule came from the Hazardous 
Materials Information System (HMIS), man- 
aged by the DOT’S Office of Hazardous Materi- 
als Safety. The HMIS is a data base of informa- 
tion taken from Hazardous Materials Incident 
Reports, the reports that interstate motor carriers 
must file when hazardous materials are released 
from packaging, including cargo tanks 

Safety Board investigators reviewed the 
HMIS data from January 1990 through August 
1997 involving MC-306 cargo tanks. During 
this period, 501 incidents were reported as 
accidents; 47 involved loading line failures 
caused by impact. Of the 47 failures, 27 
involved collisions with other vehicles; 16 
involved trucks hitting stationary objects; and 4 
involved overturned vehicles. 

While interstate carriers are currently 
required to report hazardous materials releases, 
wholly intrastate carriers are not. Therefore, the 
data reviewed may not include all loading line 
failures during accidents. 

The Safety Board in its Cargo Tank 
Rollover Protection Qxcial Investigation Re- 
port dated February 4, 1992, noted, “In addition 
to the underreporting of accidents, inadequately 
reported and recorded information can also 
mask trends or a specific pattern of perform- 
ance.” The Yonkers accident is an example of 
an inadequately reported and recorded accident. 
The incident was reported to RSPA, but the 
Hazardous Materials Incident Report did not 
identifj. the incident as a loading line packaging 
failure. Instead, the motor carrier marked 
“other” on the report. In the description of 
events, the motor carrier stated, “motorist col- 
lided with tanker.” The Safety Board’s Cargo 
Tank Rollover Protection Special Investigation 
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Report concluded, “The FHWA and RSPA 
accident data bases are not adequate to identify 
important trends or potential problems related to 
the design and construction of bulk, liquid cargo 
tanks.” Therefore, the Safety Board believes that 
the number of loading line accidents may be 
underrepresented in the HMIS data base. 

In its Cargo Tank Rollover Protection Spe- 
cial Investigation Report the Safety Board rec- 
ommended that RSPA: 

- H-92-6 
Implement, in cooperation with the 
FHWA, a program to collect informa- 
tion necessary to identify patterns of 
cargo tank equipment failures, including 
the reporting of all accidents involving a 
DOT specification cargo tank. 

The Safety Board also recommended that 
the FHWA: 

H-92-9 
Implement, in cooperation with RSPA, 
a program to collect information neces- 
sary to identify patterns of cargo tank 
equipment failures, including the re- 
porting of all accidents involving a 
DOT specification cargo tank. 

On January 21, 1998, the FHWA responded 
that it and RSPA agreed with the Safety Board 
and were pursuing methods to improve the data 
collection and analysis. The FHWA said the two 
agencies were ( I )  revising the Hazardous Mate- 
rials Incident Reports to identify patterns of 
cargo tank failures; (2) developing a commer- 
cial motor vehicle crash reconstruction course 

that included a segment designed to educate in- 
vestigators about documenting damage to cargo 

port significant crashes involving fatalities, 
multiple injuries, road closures in excess of 4 
hours, fire, explosions, evacuations, and other 
significant occurrences involving cargo tanks. 
The FHWA stated that it ultimately expected 
these efforts to identify unsafe trends and to 
measure the success of its safety programs. 

tanks; and (3) requiring their field staffs to re- \ 

The Safety Board is disappointed that after 
6 years action has not been completed to iden- 
tify and collect information needed to evaluate 
cargo tanks and include this information on 
RSPA and FHWA reports. The Safety Board 
urges RSPA and the FHWA to expedite action 
on these recommendations. Safety Recommen- 
dations H-92-6 and H-92-9 are classified 
“Open-Unacceptable Response.’’ The Safety 
Board reiterates Safety Recommendations H-92- 
6 and -9. 

The Safety Board is unable to determine the 
number of MC-306 and DOT-406 cargo tanks 
currently in use. None of the government 
agencies or industry associations, including the 
FHWA, RSPA, the API, the Truck Trailer 
Manufacturers Association,’ and the National 
Tank Truck Carriers,’ are able to provide an 
accurate count. In 1984, Dynamic Sciences 
estimated for the DOT that the MC-306 cargo 
tank population was approximately 57,900. 
However, based on comments from the industry 
during this investigation, the Safety Board 
believes that the current number of MC-306 and 
DOT-406 cargo tanks is larger than the 1984 
estimate suggests. 

‘The Truck Trailer Manufacturers Association is  a 
trade association. Its purpose is to establish confidence 
between truck trailer, cargo tank, and intennodal container 
manufacturers and their suppliers to bring about a mutual 
understanding of the problems confronting all 
manufacturers. 

%e National Tank Truck Carriers is a trade 
association. It represents and promotes the inter- of the 
highway bulk transportation community before the U.S. 
Congress and other Federal agencies. 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

CASE DATE PLACE #DEAD/ PROP. DMG 
# INJURED 

1 9/6/90 Macomb 2 Killed Property 
County, Damage 

MI unknown 

I 

FIRE? SPILL/ OVER- PROBABILITY/ 
GALS TURN? COMMENTS 

Fire Spill No High Probability 
Gals? Overturn 

“The driver of a gasoline tanker truck was not to blame for the fiery Macomb County traffic accident that killed 
two other men, a State Police trucking official said Friday. The tanker exploded Thursday when a pickup 
truck driven by Emerson Brown, 59, of Clinton Township rammed its side as it pulled out of a gas station 
on Groesbeck south of Cass. Brown was killed, as was James Webster, 54, a passenger in Brown’s pickup, 
said Lt. Donald Brook of the Clinton Township Police Department.” 
Notes: A side impact, as the tanker is pulling out of a gas station or making a turn, is a classic wet line scenario 
for several reasons. (See Case #s 2,4 ,9 ,  15.23,24 and 28.) For one. tankers are less likely to overturn if they are 
traveling at a relatively slow speed when they are hit broadside. If a tanker does not overturn, then one can 
eliminate the top covers, vents, etc. as contributing to any unwarranted leakage of its product’. Spillage from the 
tanker would be confined to having come from either a tear in the tank shell, that is designed to withstand certain 
accident loads, or the wet lines, that are designed to fail under certain loads. These two possible sources have very 
different “signatures”. 

A substantial tear in the bottom of the tank shell would cause a continual and large release of almost all 
product within that compartment, The compartment would likely burn completely down, since little product 
would be contained to keep the shell “cool” and stop it from melting. In addition, very little residual liquid would 
need to be “pumped off’ after the spill or fire. 

A tear in the wet lines, however, would cause a temporary and limited release of only the product contained in 
the damaged piping.* It is likely that the remains of that compartment would only bum partially down and that the 
lower tank shell (lower “side”, in an overturn) would continue to retain liquid after the fire. 

The fact that little is mentioned about the fire in this case indicates that the spread of fuel was probably a 
temporary and limited release, indicating that the tank shell was not compromised and that the wet lines were the 
likely cause. Photographs of the cargo tank remains should be obtained to determine if the lower tank shell 
survived and retained liquid. 

’ Overturns, however, do not exclude wet line involvement. As some cases will show, cargo tanks can 
readily survive overturns without leakage, while wet line spills can precipitate and even cause rollovers. ’ Providing the emergency valve is working properly. Please see case #2 and 27. 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

2 212519 1 Oakland 
CA 

2 

1 Injured Extensive No Spill No Established 
Environmental; Fire 4,000 Overturn 

40 Homes 
Evacuated 

3 

178.34 I -5(a) . . :“I’he valve seat shall be located inside that tank or within the welded flange, its 
companion flange, nozzle, or coupling. Such product discharge valves (outflow) shall, in addition to 
normal means, be closed by (1) an automatic heat actuated means which will become effective at a 
temperature not over 250 F., (2) a secondary closing means, remote from tank filling or discharge openings, 
for operation in event of fire or other accident. 

3 

6/28/92 Phoenix 1 Killed Damage Fire Spill? No Possible 
AZ unknown Overturn 

Mentioned 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (12 YRS) 

4 1/8/93 Plain None Environmental 
Township. 14 Homes; 

Businesses 
Evacuated 

OH 8-10 

3 

No Spill No Established 
Fire 437 Overturn 

Fire Spill 
Gals? 

5 3/14/94 Schuykill 1 Killed Extensive 
Expwy, PA Overpass 

Damage 

Overturn High Probability 
Probably 
caused by m wet line. 

6 1/26/95 Portland, No Damage? Fire Spill 
OR Injuries Gals? 

No Possible 
Overturn 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

7 12/8/95 Thompson 1 Injured Damage? Fire Spill 
Falls, MT 5 

4 

Overturn Established 
Tanker 
Intact 

8 1 0/9/97 Yonkers, 1 Killed Extensive; 
N Y  $7 million for 

overpass alone, 
according to 

NTSB 

Fire Spill No Established 
28 Overturn 

9 2/15/98 Wilmington, 1 Killed Extensive; 
DE 

Fire Spill No Established 
12 Overturn 

10 5/23/98 Chester, 2 Killed $3 million and Fire Spill No Possible 
PA 1 Injured $5 million Gals? Overturn 

damage to Mentioned 
overpass 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

11 7/7/98 Oklahoma 1 Killed Damage? Fire 
City, 
OK 

5 

Spill No Established 
Gals? Overturn 

12 10/5/98 Woodside, 
CA 

None Damage? N o  Spill Overturn High Probability 
Fire 35 Tanker 

Intact 
-‘No gas leaked from the tanker, which fell at least 50 feet down an embankment near the intersection of Skyline 
Boulevard and Bear Gulch Road.. .” “When they got the truck on the road, they found a cut on the bottom of the 
truck, Puccinelli said. It dumped 35 to 40 gallons of gas on the road and, all right, we have a new problem.” 
Notes: If, as reported, there was no initial or substantial spill, then the “cut on the bottom of the tank” had to be in 
the bottom outlet piping. A cut on the bottom of the tank shell would have caused a continual and large release 
of product while the tank was on its side, resulting in the release of thousands of gallons. Those circumstances, 
however, are clearly denied in the report. (See notes in case #1.) 

13 11/9/98 Forest 
Countv, MS 

1 Killed Damage? Fire Spill? No Possible 
Mention 

”When Corbett’s car and the tanker truck collided, the vehicles caught fire.. .None of the additive leaked from 
the tanker. ..” 
Notes: Since the source of the fire did not come from the tanker, which wasn’t leaking, the wet lines could 
possibly be the source. This report is too brief, however, and more information should be obtained. Since the 
product was not gasoline, it is also possible that the cargo tank was top-loaded and might not have had wet lines. 

14 12/13/98 San Diego, No Damage? Fire ? Overturn High Probabi l ity 
CA Injuries Probably 

caused by 
spill. 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

15 7/10/99 Montvale, NJ No Serious Spill No 
Injures Fire 

6 

1,500 No Established 
Overturn 

16 10/23/99 Irving, TX 2 Killed Extensive, Fire ? Overturn; 
$1 Million. Shell 
Overpass Intact 
Destroyed 

High Probability 

17 11/3/99 La Mesa, No Minimal No 
CA Injuries Fire 

3 No Established 
Overturn 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 7 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

18 1 1/12/99 Hammond, 2 Killed Damage? Fire 
IN 

Spill No Established 
Gals? Overturn 

19 11/22/99 Hammond, 2 Escape Damage? 
IN Fire; 

Minor 
Injuries 

Fire Spill No Established 
Gals? Overturn 

20 2/28/00 Toronto, No Large Spill No 2,000 No Established 
Canada Injuries Fire Overturn 

21 5/27/00 Detroit, MI 2 Injured? Damage? Fire Spill No Established 
(1 critical Gals? Overturn 
2”d and 3‘* 

deg. 
burns) 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS. LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

22 6/18/00 Wilmington, 
MA 

8 

2 Injured Damage? Fire Spill No Highly Probable 
Gals? Overturn 

23 8/2/00 Canan 1 Killed Damage? Fire ? No Established 
Station Overturn 

Altoona, PA 

24 9/26/00 East Islip, 1 Killed Extensive; Fire Spill No Established 
NY Loss of power Gals? Overturn 

hurl 
businesses. 
Hundreds 
evacuated. 

25 12/28/00 Golden 1 Escapes Damage? Fire Spill No Established 
Glades, Fire Gals? Overturn 

FL 



CARGO TANK CONCEPTS, LTD. 
WET LINE INCIDENTS 1990 - 2001 (1 2 YRS) 

26 1/3 1/01 Williamston, ? 
S.C. 

9 

Damage? Fire Spill No Possible 
800 Overturn 

27 3/20/01 High Point, No Large Spill 

Evacuated 
NC Injuries Neighborhood 

No Spill No Established 
Fire 1,000 Overtum 

Faulty 
Valve 

28 4/6/01 Green Bay, 
W1 

4 Killed Damage? Fire Spill NO Established 
Gals? Overturn 

29 7/12/01 Hamtramck, 1 Killed Damage? Fire Spill No Esta blkh ed 
MI Gals? Overtum 
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OFFICIAL SAYS TANKER DRIVER NOT TO BLAME 

STEPHEN JONES Free Press Staff Writer 

The driver of a gasoline tanker truck was not to blame for thefieryMacomb County traffic 
accident that killed two other men, a State Police trucking official said Friday. 

The tanker exploded Thursday when a pickup truck driven by Emerson Brown, 59, of 
Clinton Township rammed its side as it pulled out of a gas station on Groesbeck south of 
Cass. 

Brown was killed, as was James Webster, 54, of Detroit, a passenger in Brown's pickup, said Lt. 
Donald Brook of the Clinton Township Police Department. Brook said the victims were self- 
employed scrap dealers. 

Lt. Bill Murphy of the State Police Motor Carrier Division in Lansing said an investigator from his 
division had found no indication of traffic or safety violations by the tanker. 

The tanker was pulling out of the station and was crossing the southbound lanes of Groesbeck to 
head northbound, police said. The fact that the pickup, which was southbound on Groesbeck, hit 
the rear of the tanker indicates the tanker did not suddenly pull out in front of it, Murphy said. 

"Right now. . . it appears the driver of the tractor- trailer did not do anything improper," he said. 

Brook said Clinton Township investigators probably won't complete their report until late next 
week. "At this point, we're not assigning any blame. We're keeping an open mind." 

The tanker's driver, William Norberg, 49, of St. Clair Shores was not injured. The truck was 
owned by Ray Molder Inc. of Taylor. 

ttt 
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DETROIT FREE PRESS 

Saturday, September 8, 1090 

Section: NWS 

Edition: METRO EDITION 

Page: 7A 

OFFICIAL SAYS TANKER DRIVER NOT TO BLAME 

STEPHEN JONES Free Press Staff Writer 

The driver of a gasoline tanker truck was not to blame for thefieryMacomb County traffic 
accident that killed two other men, a State Police trucking official said Friday. 

The tanker exploded Thursday when a pickup truck driven by Emerson Brown, 59, of 
Clinton Township rammed its side as it pulled out of a gas station on Groesbeck south of 
Cass. 

Brown was killed, as was James Webster, 54, of Detroit, a passenger in Brown's pickup, said Lt. 
Donald Brook of the Clinton Township Police Department. Brook said the victims were self- 
employed scrap dealers. 

Lt. Bill Murphy of the State Police Motor Carrier Division in Lansing said an investigator from his 
division had found no indication of traffic or safety violations by the tanker. 

The tanker was pulling out of the station and was crossing the southbound lanes of Groesbeck to 
head northbound, police said. The fact that the pickup, which was southbound on Groesbeck, hit 
the rear of the tanker indicates the tanker did not suddenly pull out in front of it, Murphy said. 

"Right now . . . it appears the driver of the tractor- trailer did not do anything improper," he said. 

Brook said Clinton Township investigators probably won't complete their report until late next 
week. "At this point, we're not assigning any blame. We're keeping an open mind." 

The tanker's driver, William Norberg, 49, of St. Clair Shores was not injured. The truck was 
owned by Ray Molder Inc. of Taylor. 
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GASOLINE SPILL SOAKS OAKLAND 

GASOLINE SPILL SOAKS OAKLAND -- EVACUATIONS ALONG RTE. 202 By Janice L. Greene, Record Staff 
Writer Date: 02-26-1995, Tuesday Section: NEWS Edition: All Editions - Four Star B, Three Star P, Two Star, 
One Star 

About 40 homes in Oakland were evacuated and Route 202 closed Monday after a car driven by a Wayne man 
struck a gasoline tanker, causing 4,000 gallons of fuel to flood onto roadways and into sewers. 

The 6 a.m. collision disrupted traffic all day as firefighters and emergency personnel worked through heavy fumes 
to prevent explosions and catch the gasoline before it entered the Ramapo River. 

By early afternoon, most of the gasoline had been contained in a dry stream bed, and evacuated residents were 
allowed to go home. 

Police reopened Route 202, also called Ramapo Valley Road, by about 7 p.m. 

The driver of the car, Charles Gresko, 74, was soaked with gas when he was removed from his vehicle. He was 
taken to The Valley Hospital in Ridgewood, where he was listed in stable condition with lacerations and bruises 
above his left eye and bruises and second-degree chemical burns on his back, according to a hospital 
spokeswoman. 

Police say the tanker was backing into the Noury Amoco station at 260 Ramapo Valley Road, near Dogwood 
Avenue, when Gresko's Oldsmobile slammed into the side of the tanker. 

The driver of the truck, Alva Richardson, an employee of Island Transportation of West Babylon, N.Y., was 
unharmed. 

Authorities said that part of the truck was sticking into the roadway when Gresko hit it, but that the truck had the 
proper side lights on. They said the area was partly foggy at the time. 

"He just never saw it," said Fire Chief Roy Bauberger. "That's what we're assuming." 

"Gas was spilling out every which way," said David Jeltes, who was one of the first firefighters to arrive. He said 
he was on his way to work when he was called to the scene. 

Dogwood Hill School, located nearby, was closed Monday because of the fumes, but officials said they planned to 
reopen the elementary school today. 

Police shut down natural gas and electrical lines to prevent any explosions, said Jeltes. The spill was contained 
within a few hours, fire officials said, although some gasoline seeped into the Ramapo River. Firefighters sprayed 
the truck with fire-retardant foam, and cleanup workers used containment booms, sand, and timber to control the 
spill. 

The Fire Department evacuated about 60 people living within a quarter-mile radius to the Valley Middle School 
cafeteria on Oak Street, where they were eventually met by the Red Cross, which provided coffee and doughnuts. 
Evacuees were allowed to return home by 1 p.m. 

"The kids were playing, but the parents were bored to tears," said Chris Lane, vice principal of the school. 

http://ask.el ... : U S ; L i b & d t y p e = O - O & d i n s t = O & t i t l e = G A S O L I N E D +  5/3/02 

http://ask.el


eLibrary - Printable Article Page 2 of 2 

In the cafeteria, some children played games provided by the school while adults tried to get comfortable sitting on 
undersized benches and chairs. 

"When we went back up the street to make sure the door was locked, it [the gas fumes] was very thick," said 
Monica Marchaterre. "It was difficult to breathe." She said her husband stayed home from work because of the 
spill. 

Homes along Spruce Street, Hemlock Street, Bailey Avenue, Grove Street, Dogwood Avenue, Aspen Way, Fir 
Court, and Ramapo Valley Road were most affected, police said. 

Police and fire officials said the fumes could cause illness, but they were primarily concerned about the possibility 
of an explosion. 

The collision happened as the tanker was about to deliver unleaded gasoline. The car punctured two of the truck's 
five fuel lines underneath the main tanks. 

The gasoline flowed onto Route 202 from curb to curb and as it seeped into the gutters, it turned into side streets 
such as Bailey and Dogwood avenues. The gas also ran into the storm drains, which lead into a stream bed that 
heads to the Ramapo River. Firefighters were able to contain much of the gas within the stream bed. 

Tankers usually have valves on the bottom of the tank that automatically close if something hits the piping from 
underneath, so that no fuel is released, said Sgt. Victor Cuttitta of the Bergen County Hazardous Materials Unit. 
But in this case, he said, it appears the car hit the tank above the valves and the contents escaped, Cuttitta said. 

"Four thousand gallons of gasoline is pretty dangerous," Cuttitta said. "A lot more dangerous than if it were diesel 
fuel, because of vapors from the gasoline." He said the gasoline odor over the area probably will linger for at least 
a few days, while workers clean up the stream bed. 

Island Transportation hired a contractor to clean up the spill 

Mayor Elaine Rowin said Route 202 eventually is going to have to be dug up - to get rid of the contaminated 
asphalt and soil underneath -- and resurfaced, and that will mean more inconvenience to motorists. Parts of 
Dogwood Drive and Bailey Avenue are in the same condition, and those roads will have to be dug up, too. 

"We'll be discussing the next step with the county," she said. In the past, "we've had some little, tiny things but 
nothing of this scope." 

Record Staff Writer Karen Tanner contributed to this article. 

Illustrations/Photos: 1 - COLOR PHOTO - STEVE HOCKSTEIN / THE RECORD - Firefighters applying foam to a 
tanker Monday after it was struck by a car on Route 202 in Oakland. Some 4,000 gallons of gas leaked onto the 
road and nearby areas. 2 - COLOR PHOTO - JOHN DECKER / THE RECORD - Officials using soil to contain fuel 
at the scene, left, 3 - COLOR PHOTO - DANIELLE P. RICHARDS / THE RECORD - and laying booms and cloths 
in a nearby stream bed. Complete cleanup is expected to take several days and some roadways will have to be 
dug up and resurfaced, Oakland's mayor said. 4 - PHOTO - STEVE HOCKSTEIN / THE RECORD - Alva 
Richardson of Brooklyn, driver of the stricken tanker, watching cleanup efforts. 

Keywords: OAKLAND. FUEL. ACCIDENT. POLLUTION. MOTOR VEHICLE 

Janice L. Greene, Record Staff Writer, GASOLlNE SPlLL SOAKS OAKLAND. , The Record (Bergen County, NJ), 
02-26-1 991, pp b01. 
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THE PHOENIX GAZETTE 
Monday, June 29,1992 
Section: Business 
Edition: Final 
Page: 08 
Column: THE VALLEY 

HIT-RUN DRIVER LINKED TO FATAL ACCIDENT 

From THE PHOENIX GAZETTE staff reports. 

A fiery accident caused by a hit-and-run driver claimed the life of at least one motorist and 
closed U.S. 60 for several hours Sunday night, the state Department of Public Safety 
reported. 

The three-vehicle wreck, which involved a gasoline tanker truck, was reported about 8:35 
p.m. on the highway between Phoenix and Wickenburg, DPS Officer Regina Georgitso 
said. 

Emergency crews from the DPS, the Surprise Fire Department and other agencies were involved. 

Georgitso could not say how the accident occurred, only that investigators were looking for "an 
older blue van" believed to have caused the accident. 
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Saturday, January 9, 1993 

Section: METRO 

Edition: 2 STAR 

Page: A I  

FUEL SPILL SNARLS TRAFFIC IN PLAIN 
HOMES, BUSINESSES EVACUATED FOR SEVERAL HOURS 

AFTER CAR HITS GASOLINE 
TANKER TRUCK\ 

BY KIM MCMAHAN AND COLETTE M. JENKINS, Beacon Journal staff writers 

FriDAY, was a monumental headache for firefighters, police officers and 
HazMat workers when a truck spilled 437 gallons of gasoline on a busy highway, forcing 
the evacuation of about 14 homes and eight to 10 businesses. 

But for 87-year-old Edna Toseland, all of the excitement caused little more than a raised 
eyebrow. 

'When you're my age, you just don't get excited,' she said, smiling as 
reporters swarmed around her and longtime neighbor Marjorie Maly. 'This is 
just another happening in my life -- that's all.' 

Toseland and Maly were taken from their Maple Avenue homes to the Market 
Avenue Church of Christ as a precaution after a 1988 International tanker 
truck, transporting 8,000 gallons of fuel, was hit by a car at 1022 a.m. in 
the 1600 block of 30th Street Northeast. 

'This is a picnic,' Maly said with a chuckle as Red Cross workers made 
arrangements for the women's lunches. 

The accident snarled traffic on 30th Street, also known as state Route 62, for more than seven 
hours. 

Sgt. Tim Escola of the Ohio Highway Patrol said truck driver Jerry C. 
Gatschet, 54, of Bolivar, was trying to turn right from a left lane when the 
truck was hit by a car driven by Mark J. Murutes, 29, of Canton. 

Neither driver was injured, but Gatschet was ticketed for an improper turn. 'It was really a minor 
http://www.newslibrary .com/deliverccdoc.asp?SMH= 1 54209 4/18/01 
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accident that became severe because the car hit the truck right at the valve, causing the gas 
spillage,' Escola said. 

Plain Fire Chief Clarence L. Snyder said an undetermined amount of gasoline flowed into 
Nimishillen Creek and area sewers. 

'When we got here we dammed the storm sewers to keep the product from 
flowing into the system and put sandbags down to contain the spill to the 
immediate area, but some got into the creek through the storm sewers,' Snyder said. 'We called 
in the EPA, the HazMat team and everybody else we're supposed to call --they're down at the 
creek getting it cleaned up.' 

Residents were permitted to return home at about 3 p.m. -- after the spill was cleaned up and gas 
and electric companies ignited pilot lights and checked the safety of the homes. ds 

Illustration: PHOTO: TED WALLS / Beacon Journal: Crews clean up gasoline that 
spilled from this tanker truck when it was hit by a car on 30th Street 
Northwest in Plain Township. The impact broke off valves on the tank, causing the spill. 
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Tuesday, March 15,1994 

Section: LOCAL 

Edition: FINAL 

Page: A01 

FATAL TANKER TRUCK EXPLOSION SHUTS EXPRESSWAY 
WITNESSES SAW FLAMES TRAILING FROM THE RIG. 

ITS DRIVER DIED AS A RAMP OVER THE SCHUYLKILL WAS 
ENGULFED. 

By Bill Frischling, Bridget Mount 
and Suzanne Gordon, FOR THE INQlJlRER 

Inquirer correspondent Terri Sanginiti contributed to this article. 

TEXT: Spewing flames and fuel as it traveled west on the Schuylkill Expressway, a 
gasoline tanker truck exploded and overturned yesterday morning, killing the driver and 
closing down the expressway. 

The body of the driver, Roman Solecki, 48, of Willingboro, N.J., was extensively burned, 
according to state police. He was driving a tanker owned by Seaboard Tanklines of 
Dunmore, Pa., and a preliminary investigation found that he was not at fault in the accident. 

Investigators on the scene yesterday said it would be difficult to determine exactly what 
happened. 

"There's virtually no physical evidence at all," one trooper said. 

Last last night, a spokesman for the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation said all lanes of 
the Schuylkill were expected to be open for the morning rush today. The westbound lanes toward 
King of Prussia were reopened at 6 p.m., followed by one eastbound lane at 8:30 p.m. 
Spokesman Gene Blaum said PennDot expected to reopen the second eastbound lane earfy 
today. 

The accident jammed traffic on the expressway and on altemate routes in Montgomery and 
Delaware Counties throughout the day and into rush hour last night. 

Traffic along parts of Route 320 in Villanova was bumper-to-bumper as commuters worked their 
way home, and Route 23, Lancaster Pike and Montgomery Avenue were moving, but busier than 
usual. Northbound Route 202 was backed up into Chester County. 
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The explosion occurred about 11 a.m. on a bridge ramp that leads from the westbound Schuylkill 
Expressway to the southbound Blue Route toward Chester, engulfing the ramp and smashing a 
concrete barrier. 

Gasoline was still spilling down the hill yesterday afternoon, and debris made it dangerous to 
open the expressway, PennDot engineer Jim Siodlowski said. Globs of molten metal from the 
ramps were scattered across the expressway, and pieces of the concrete barrier covered the 
ramp. 

Blaum said last night that engineers found the ramp to be structurally sound, and that PennDot 
expected to reopen it at some point today. 

Witnesses traveling on the expressway said they saw flames coming from the back of the tanker 
as it went over the bridge. They said the driver seemed to lose control of the vehicle just before it 
exploded. Flames ripped through the truck, and witnesses said two explosions followed. 

Michael Cohen, a former Philadelphia firefighter who was traveling westbound on the 
expressway, said he saw fuel leaking from the tanker when it entered the offramp before the fire 
ignited. Then he saw the first of three explosions, he said. 

Jessica Jones of Chestnut Hill had just rounded a bend eastbound on the expressway in her 
1985 Peugeot 505i when she saw the tanker driving on the exit ramp with flames coming from its 
back end. 

"The whole thing took only a few seconds," Jones said. "I called 91 1 and told them the tanker was 
burning when it jackknifed, flipped on its side and exploded. I started saying, 'It exploded, it 
exploded.' It was just horrible." 

Jones and other motorists tried to run to the cab, but were driven away by the heat of the flames 
almost 100 feet from the truck. Driver Amy Yarnall pulled over to get a fire extinguisher out of her 
car in case the driver got out. 

"The cab started to melt when I got over there," she said, adding that it was about five seconds 
later. 

The tanker was in flames when firefighters arrived, said Jesse Stemple, chief of the 
Conshohocken Fire Department. They fought the blaze for about an hour. Flames spread over 
the roadway for about 150 feet and started brush fires along the shoulder. Billowing black clouds 
of smoke that rose into the clear-blue sky could be seen for miles as the 8,500 gallons of gasoline 
in the truck burned. 

By the time firefighters had put out the flames, little in the wreckage resembled a truck. The tires 
had melted away in a mix of ash, foam and bits of charred metal, more litter than tanker. 

Jeff Smith of Exton also called 91 1 from his Ford Bronco II. He said he saw flames trailing the 
tanker as it crossed the bridge. After it exploded the first time, he said, several cars continued 
east along the expressway under the buming bridge. 

"I couldn't believe that people would drive under it, and that they wouldn't stop to try to help," 
Smith said. 

Another witness, motorist Ben Seidel, said it looked as if the fire was chasing the tanker. 

"The fire was catching up to him. He was trying to slow down," he said. 

Seidel said it appeared that the tanker was going to fall off the ramp and onto the Schuylkill 
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Expressway below. "My first impression was that he was coming over the top," he said. "Had that 
had happened, we might not be standing here." 

Today, the Blue Route, which is open in both directions in its entirety, will be accessible from the 
eastbound Schuylkill Expressway. 

Officials fear that concrete from the closed ramp might fall onto the expressway, and they intend 
to knock chunks of the concrete wall down before reopening the road, PennDot's Blaum said. 

Officials were also concerned during the day that gasoline had leaked into an electrical conduit 
and that it might explode, PennDot spokeswoman Lois Morasco said. When it was determined 
there was no danger, the road was reopened. 

Representatives of the Department of Environmental Resources and the state Fish and Game 
Commission were also on the scene trying to determine whether any gasoline had leaked into the 
sewer system that drains into the Schuylkill. 

The preliminary results of an autopsy indicated that Solecki died of inhalation of fumes and 
carbon monoxide poisoning, both as a result of the fire, said Jeanne M. Ottinger, a coroner at the 
Montgomery County Medical Examiner's Office. 

James Crass, president of Seaboard Tanklines, said Solecki had worked for the company for 3 
112 years, when Seaboard opened a terminal in Philadelphia. 

"He is a damn good driver, and they are hard to find," Crass said. "I knew him, I liked him, and I 
respected him very much." 

A Willingboro neighbor said Solecki was known as a good neighbor and family man, with two 
grown children and a 3-year-old grandson. "He was always with his family," said Theresa 
Harrington. 

"If there was anything he could help you with, or if he saw you outside doing something, he's 
always willing to help you," she said. "I just can't believe this happened to him. This is a shock." 

~ ~~~~ ~~~ ~ 
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TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES 
AP 

PORTLAND (AP) A man hauling 10,000 gallons of gasoline saw what must be a tanker 
truck driver's worst nightmare: Flames were shooting from one of his fuel trailers. 

"I was only trying to get out of the truck before it blew," said Ralph Martinez, 61, who 
managed to stop his double-tanker truck and jump out before it exploded on Interstate 84 
about five miles east of downtown Wednesday. 
Nobody was injured in the 2:30 p.m. fire, which was so intense that a freeway light melted atop a 
40-foot pole more than 120 feet away. Thick black smoke and flames were visible downtown. 

"I didn't know what had happened," Martinez, who drives for Stein Oil Co. of Gladstone, said as 
sat in a Portland police car after his truck burned. "I just got out and got out of the way." 

Fire Bureau spokesman Neil Heesacker said a section of the trucks drive shaft fell off and 
punctured one of the gasoline tanks, touching off the fire. 

Retired firefighter Bill Heisler, 67, reported the fire on a cellular telephone, stopped traffic on the 
freeway and cleared a lane for the first fire engine on the scene. 

Thousands of spectators crowded a nearby overpass to watch the fire. 

Firefighters evacuated nearly 100 employees from the Donald E. Long Juvenile Detention Center 
and county offices, which abut the freeway near the accident site. 

"You could feel the heat from the freeway. It was a massive explosion, three or four explosions," 
said Dolores Anderson, the switchboard operator-receptionist at the center. 

The youths detained at the center are farther back from the freeway, and were moved to a 
different part of the building, she said. 

"It was really scary. It was at the front door there," Anderson said. 

Rick Metzger, a public relations consultant who was at Providence Medical Center nearby, said 
he first noticed that thick smoke was filling the sky. 

"We saw the big billowing thing shoot up and everybody was looking out the windows," he said. 

The freeway, which links Portland to its eastern suburbs, was closed for a time, causing a miles- 
long traffic jam. Lanes in both directions reopened before afternoon rush hour, however. 

http://nl9.newsbank.co ... / A r c h i v e s ? p ~ a c t i o n ~ o ~ p ~ d o c i d ~ E B  13E170158540 1 &p-docnum= 3/6/02 
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The Associated Press * Firefighters spray foam on a gutted gasoline tanker truck on 
Interstate 84 in Portland Wednesday after it caught fire and exploded. The driver was 
unhurt. 
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Tanker truck wrecks on Montana 200 

Tanker truck wrecks on Montana 200 

by B.L. Azure 

THOMPSON FALLS -- A DSI Transports Inc. fuel tanker truck with 8,500 gallons of gasoline ran off a narrow 
stretch of Montana Highway 200 approximately 10 miles east of Thompson Falls Wednesday. The 11 a.m. 
accident seriously injured the driver and destroyed the truck but didn't puncture the tank containing the fuel. 

The truck was transporting Conoco fuels from their Missoula to Thompson Falls facilities to be rein-jected back 
into Yellowstone Pipe Line Company's petroleum transporting pipeline. The reservation section of the pipeline has 
been shutdown since April 21 and trucks have been used to bridge the reservation gap since then. 

The shutdown became permanent recently when the Tribal Council and YPL officials were not able to come to 
terms over an easement lease extension through tribal and individual trust lands. Since then YPL shippers have 
had to look at other alternatives and plan on shipping the fuels via rail from Helena to Thompson Falls in January. 
They are also looking at rerouting the pipeline through the Ninemile Valley. 

Montana Highway Patrol officer Tony Cox said that if there is such thing as a "lucky accident" this was one. He 
said the driver, Donald Beard, 63, of Missoula, was lucky to be alive considering the extent of the damage to the 
truck's cab and that no fuel spilled or fire erupted. "It's scary. It could have been a lot worse." 

The west bound truck drifted too close to the narrow and soft right shoulder of the road, went into the ditch and 
roiled 1 3/4 times, Cox said. A small fire broke out but was quickly extinguished by passersby who also removed 
Beard from the demolished cab and called 91 1. 

Cox speculated that Beard may have fallen asleep because he couldn' t remember how the accident happened. 
Beard was taken to Clark Valley Hospital where he was listed in serious but stable condition. 

Cox said the accident remains under investigation and no citations have been issued at this time. 

Thompson Falls area resident Kent Schultz, who was about a quarter mile behind the truck, said he didn't see any 
brake lights applied as the truck drifted off the side of the road. 

Glen Wilhelmsen, of the Thompson Falls Rural Fire Department said a small amount of fuel leaked from the 
truck's diesel fuel tanks and less than five gallons leaked from one of the four loading pipes on the tanker. Neither 
were considered serious environmental concerns, he said. 

The Thompson Falls rural and city fire departments were first on the scene and began traffic control. They also 
established containment dikes to capture any spilled fuel. They were joined by the Missoula Rural Fire Department 
Hazardous Material team and emergency response teams from Spokane and Helena. 

The road was closed and electric power lines in the area were shutdown while fuel was pumped from the wrecked 
tanker into another DSI tanker. Sparrs Towing of Missoula then towed away the wreckage. 

B.L. Azure, Tankertruck wrecks on Montana 200. , Char-Koosta News, 12-08-1995, pp PG. 
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TfiRely Cause o f  Yonkers TankerFire Was Pointed Out in '89 
' By ANDREW C. REVKIN 
'YONKERS, Oct. 15 - The deadly inferno 

that closed one of the busiest highway links 
to New York City a week ago after a car hit 
a gasoline tanker appears to have been 
caused by a preventable problem pinpointed 
Ln 1989 by Federal transportation officials 
lard warned of by the New York City Fire 
Department in 1994. 

The problem occurs when small amounts 
Oi 8a8oUne or other hazardous cargo sit in 
ulprotected pipes tucked under the belly of 
WrLrer trucks, which carry more than 100 
htllkm gallons of gasoline to service stations 
*d"I the country each year. 

In collisions, these pipes, which are used 
tb fill and empty the tank, can break and 
release their contents - even if the man 
trnL is not punctured. 

In IWQ, the Transportation Department 
pubusbed a new regulation aimed at elimi- 
natlllg+he problem in tankers hauling haz- 
ordous liquids. It proposed either protecting 
tbs pipes with metal shields or flushing the 
liquid. But the petroleum lndustry said the 
rtsb was too small to justtfy the cost of such 
measures for gasoline, and the Transporta- 
tbn Department granted an exemption. 
A Brooklyn company has said it has a 

system that would flush the pipes at a cost 
d $2,500 per truck. 

Tankers: A Hidden Weakness 
The explosion of a gasoline tanker last Thursday under a Gov Thomas E Dewey Thruway overpass in 
Yonkers may have been caused by spilled fuel from pipes that broke away from the tank at impact 

0 Before a full gasoline tanker has 
unloaded its cargo, up to 50 gallons -------**- 

of fuel can be trapped in the plpes 
connecting the tank to the fuel hoses 

0 In an accident. the pipes break off 
from the tank valve to prevent the 
fuel tank from rupturing and 
exploding But this can allow 
trapped fuel inside the pipes to 
spill and ignite 

I MANIFOLD 
Sources Nabonal Tank Puck Carriers Assocrafron Cargo Tank Conc& Ltd 

-~ ~. 
Rle New York Times 

Fatal fires from such a release are rare, 
according to Federal transportation statis- 
tics. But that worst-case scenario appears to 
be what unfolded when a car struck the 
r e t  side of a gasoline tanker in an under- 
pass beneath the Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
Thruway here, investigators from the Na- 
tional Transportation Safety Board and the 

Yonkers Police Department said. . 
Kenneth Suydam, the lead investigator 

for the safety board, said that many tests 
must be run on the wreckage before final 
conclusions were drawn, and that other fac- 
tors might have played a role. But the police 
and Federal officials said there were few 
other explanations for how an initial small 

fire, probably fed by the contents of the 
broken pipes on the truck's belly, grew into 
a destructive pillar of flame shortly after 
midnight last Thyrsday. 

The driver of the car, Dr. Alesslo Matera, 
died of burns and smoke inhalation, the 

Continued on Page B6 
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Likely Cause of TanRerFire 
Was Pointed Out in 1989 

Continued From Page E1 Administration identified the piping 
system on the underside as  a vulner- 
able spot 

Westchesler County Medical Exam- The vulnerabllity evolved in the 
h e r  said m e  truck dnver. Frank early 1970's. after passage of the 
Gangone. tried Io rescue Dr Matera. Clean ~ i r  A C ~  ended the old industry 
but was driven back by rising practice of loading gasoltne or  other 
flames, said Lleut Thomas LaGala contents from the top of a tanker and 
of the Yonkers police emDtvine them from the bottom. ac- 

The highway reniaiined cioscvl i(r 
day as workers prepared io lnslall a 
temporary bridge to replace an over- 
pass that buckled ln the lntense heat 
of the fire 
The crash and fire m Yonkers, and 

Vle ps ib i l i t y  that the fire was pre- 
ventable. renewed debate today over 
safety regulations for gasoline tank- 
ers 

William Feehan. the First Deputy 
Commissioner of the New York Citv 
Fire Department. said that the de- 
partment had pressed the Federal 
Government for nearly a decade Io 
keep its own, stricter standard for 
fuel trucks within New York City 
limits, but that the cify was defeated 
In Federal Court. wlih the Federal 
tule takmg precedence "It's a very 
crowded urban area here," Mr Fee- 
h a n  said " W e  still think we know 
more about what's safe than the bu- 
reaucrats in Washington " 

In 19911, the department sent a iet- 
ter to Federico F Pens. who was 
then Secretary of Transportalion. 
warning ihal the design of the large 
gasoline tankers posed a serious fire 
risk ' 

cord&& 'to I ransportation &pan- 
ment documents Ever smce. tank- 
ers have been both loaded and un- 
loaded through the same pipes lead- 
ing from the bottom of the tank, to 
prevent the buildup and escape of 
polluting vapors 

In 1989 the Department of Trans- 
portation said that after a tanker 
was filled up to 50 gallons of the 
loaded material often remained 
trapped in pipes rucked along the 
belly of the vehicle In a collision the 
unprotected pipes could break, r e  
leasing their contents If the load was 
hazardous or flammablc. this would 
create an "unnecessary nsk" of fire 
or other calamity, IranSportatiOn of- 
ficials reponed In the Federal Regis- 
ter 

m e  Transportation Department 
issued its rule. with the exemption 
for gasoline haulers 

Shortly afterward, under pressure 
from the petroleum industry and oth- 
er businesses, the rule was further 
restricted 50 that i t  applled only to 

MI Feehan sald the Yonkers fire 
fortunately happened "in the middle c/nPmtected P i p  
of the night, under a bridge" He 
added. "ma t  guy wu icve  been de- on a Fuel h c k  
liverlng gasoline to a gas station on 
Avenue A and Second Street and 
turned over m Little Italy or  some- 
thing and the results would have 
been catastrophic " 

Senior Transwrtatinn Deoan- 

to haw causeda 
highmy him. 

ment oniciais a n i  representati;es of 
h e  petroleum and trucking indus 
tries defended the existing standard, 
saylng that more than 50,oOO truck- 
loads of gasoline move on American 
mads every day and that fewer than 
n dozen people die in incidents in- 
rolvlnR the Iankers In a typical year 

The kindof incident that may have 
ed to the blaze in Yonkers is even 
.arer, said Alan I Robens the as- 
:late admlnistralor for hazardous 
natenals safety at the Research and 
jpetial Programs Admmlstratlon. a 
iranch of the Transportation De 
3artment 

"You're talking abwt  tens of mil- 
ions of trips made without lacing 
his consequence,' he said "We'rc 
'er tmly not happy about it. but we 
ieed to take mto account the costs of 
what we would do relative to the 
xnelit " 

For example, flushing lhe pipes 
would involve an extra few minutes 
or each delivery, adding considera- 
)ly to the mi of lransporting fuel he 
.aid 

At the heart of the ongolng debate 
s the design of the long, cylindrical 
iiuminum tankers that are a fdmil 
a r  sight on the roads The tanker 
hat caught fire. owned by Mystic 
3ulk Carriers Inc of Astoria. 
)wens. is one of tens of ihousands of 

the most poisonous or corrosive s u b  
stances carried ln tankers, accord- 
ing to Transportation Department 
officials. 

Dona1 Vierimaa. vice president for 
engineering at the Truck Trailer 
Manufacturers AsSOCiation. an In- 
dustry group. said the shift in loading 
techniques that fllled the pipes and 
created the potential problem also 
helped solve other problems. It 
cleaned the air. made loyling safer 
lor truckers by elimlnating the need 
IO climb on top of a 12-foot-tall tank- 
er, and allowed fuel depots and gas 
stations to standardize their equip 
ment. he said. 

"It's a matter. llke most things. of 
balancing the pros and cons," Mr. 
Vienmaa said. 

Several years ago. a company in 
Bmoklyn, Cargo Tank Concepts Ltd.. 
demonstrated for the American Pe- 
troleum Institute a patented device 
that can flush the contents of a.tank- 
er's pipes up into the tank, elimlnat- 
ing the hazard a1 a cost of about 
$2,500 per iruck, said Ron Andenmat- 
ten, the company's president. But 
once the Federal rule on the pipes 
was relaxed. there was little incen- 
tive to adopt the new technology. he 
-.,.A a=." 

iimilar vehicles 
Catastrophic accidents involving Over all* lhe petrol" industry 

hese ngs malnlyoccur when a tank- has If no '0  'pen' 
'r rolls over o r  stnkes a barrier !*e Michael 

I bridge abutment at high speed, Shanahq a lor the 
iccording tn Federal transportation American Petroleum [-titUte, 
I ~ t l c t l ~  which rewesen& several hundred 

money On a new 

.."L."..L". 

Even 50. when the Department of 
rransportation was updating its reg- 
ilations for tankers In 1989, hazard- 
us materials expens at the agek 
:y's Research and Speclal PmgTams 

petml" WmPani-. said that 
alternatives had emerged that would 
make sense economicdly or would 
measurably cut risks in an Industry 
that is already very safe. 
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CONCLUSIONS: PROBABLE CAUSE: 

1. The car driver would have survived the 
accident had there not been a fire. 

2. The car struck and fractured one or more of 
the loading lines of the cargo tank, thus 
releasing up to 28 gallons of gasoline. 

3. Had the loading lines been empty, the fire 
would likely not have occurred. 

4. When the truckdriver made his U-tum, he 
could not have seen the car. 

5 .  The truckdriver’s use of cocaine did not 
cause or contribute to the accident. r -  

! 

‘- ./ 6. The car driver’s actions were inappropriate 
and caused the accident. 

The National Transportation Safety Board 
determines that the probable cause of this 
accident was the failure of the car driver to (1) 
stop for the red light or (2) reduce his speed or 
(3) apply his brakes soon enough to avoid the 
collision. Contributing to the severity of the 
accident was the fire resulting from the release 
of gasoline that the cargo tank’s loading lines 
were carrying, as permitted by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. 

7. Transporting hazardous materials in loading 
lines creates a hazardous condition. 



As a result of its investigation of this 
accident, the National Transportation Safety 
Board makes the following safety 
recommendat ion. 

--to the Secretary of Transportation: 

Prohibit the carrying of hazardous 
materials in external piping of cargo 
tanks, such as loading lines, that may be 
vulnerable to failure in an accident. 
(H-98-27) 

BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

JAMES E. HALL 
Chairman 

ROBERT T. FRANCIS II 
Vice Chairman 
JOHN A. HAMMERSCHMIDT 
Member 

JOHN J. GOGLIA 
Member 

GEORGE W. BLACK, JR. 
Member 

May 5,1998 



<- .-- \ 

PB9S-916202 

HIGHWAYIHAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
- ACCIDENT SUMMARY REP,ORT - 

g - . __ . .. --'. 
I 

9 

'- Y.;, ' ;, , . 

COLLl§lOS OF TRACTOWCARGO TANK 
SEM1TR;iILER AND PASSENGER \'EHICLE AND 
SUBSEQUENT FIRE, YONKERS, NEW YORK, 
OCTOBER 9,1997 / 

6996 



While investigating the Yonkers accident, 
the Safety Board found that the accident’s most 
significant element was not its cause, but its 
severity. A similar error on the part of a car 
driver might have had far less serious 
consequences-such as some damage to the car 
and truck, slight injuries, or both. In this case, 
however, one person died and the property 
damage was substantial. The crucial difference 
was the presence of gasoline in the loading 
lines. Therefore, the Safety Board considered 
whether and how the effects of the accident 
could have been reduced. 

Most MC-306 and DOT-406 cargo tanks 
used to transport petroleum distillate fiels are 
loaded through bottom loading lines and then 
operated on the roads with cargo in these lines. 
However, because of their design, location, and 
vulnerability to being hit by other vehicles on 
the road, the practice of transporting hazardous 
materials in loading lines significantly increases 
the potential seriousness of any accident 
because cargo may be released from the 
damaged lines. 

Safety Board investigators demonstrated the 
vulnerability of loading lines by placing 12 
passenger vehicles (varying in type and size) 
near the loading lines of a cargo tank that was 
similar to the accident cargo tank. Each vehicle 
was placed so that the angle between it and the 
truck was approximately the same as the angle 
between the accident car and the accident truck. 
The investigators found that each of the ’12 
vehicles would have struck the loading lines of 
the truck had the vehicle moved forward. (See 
figure 7,) Therefore, the Safety Board believes 
that most vehicles currently in use are capable 
of striking the loading lines of cargo tanks. 

Five months after this accident, the Safety 
Board investigated a similar accident that 
happened on February 15, 1998, in Wilmington, 
Delaware. A 1995 Freightliner tractor pulling a 
Heil MC-306 cargo tank carrying 8,900 gallons 
of gasoline was on 1-495. As the truck crossed a 
bridge, the right front of the tractor struck the 
left rear of a 1988 Chevrolet parked on the right 

shoulder, pushing it into a concrete barrier bor- 
dering the shoulder of the bridge. A fire ensued 
that destroyed the car and moderately damaged 
the truck. The car occupant was killed by the 
impact; the truckdriver was not injured. The es- 
timated property damage was $90,000. The 
Safety Board determined during its investigation 
that three of the four loading lines fractured 
during the collision, releasing approximately 12 
gallons of gasoline. 

In 1978, an FHWA memorandum 
established the FHWA policy of allowing 
gasoline to be carried in loading lines because 
of “economic and practicality considerations.” 

In 1985, RSPA issued a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NPRM) (Docket Nos. 183 and 
183A) that increased bottom accident damage 
protection for cargo tanks, including the loading 
lines. In the process of developing the final rule, 
the RSPA staff prepared an issue option 
memorandum in 1988 that discussed the 
external piping issue. The internal memo noted: c 

It is unreasonable and illogical to allow 
the piping to be considered as an ac- 
ceptable container for the transport of 
gasoline. Therefore, the petroleum in- 
dustry’s decision to bottom load in 
compliance with the Clean Air Act 
[CAA] and their unwillingness or in- 
ability to drain the cargo lines has re- 
sulted in widespread noncompliance 
with the intent and letter of the Hazard- 
ous Material Regulations as interpreted 
by RSPA for the transportation of gaso- 
line. 

When RSPA published its final rule in 1989, 
it noted that loading lines are not appropriate 
packaging for hazardous materials: 

Bottom loading and unloading outlets 
on cargo tanks, although very useful, 
present the inherent risk that if damaged 
the entire contents of the tank may be 
released. Piping attached to the outlet 
valve is provided with a sacrificial e 
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DEP CREWS RESPOND TO ACCIDENT THAT DAMAGES 1-95 

Crews from DEP's Emergency Response Program were called to the scene of a tanker 
fire and accident May 23 on a busy section of Interstate 95 in the City of Chester, 
Delaware County. A gasoline tanker truck exploded after striking a tour bus and pickup 
truck, killing two and injuring one. 

Burning gasoline ran down storm drains into Chester Creek, resulting in minimal 
environmental impact. The accident caused extensive structural damage to the overpass, 
however, and reduced the heavily traveled, six-lane highway to four lanes while the 
necessary repairs and reconstruction take place. 

Lt. Gov. Mark Schweiker this week convened a meeting of the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Council to review efforts to repair the 1-95 bridge over Chester Creek. 

PennDOT estimates repairs will cost between $3 million and $5 million. 

"The rapid response to the accident scene and the cooperation of all the involved 
agencies, both state and local, has been outstanding," Lt. Gov. Schweiker said. "Local 
firefighters and emergency-management officials worked hand in hand with PennDOT, 
the Pennsylvania State Police, the Department of Environmental Protection and PEMA. 
We all can be proud of their efforts." 

Gov. Ridge issued a disaster declaration that allows state and local agencies to expedite 
their response to the accident and fire in order to ensure continued protection of public 
health and safety. It sets aside the normal government constraints, allowing agencies to 
hire, purchase and contract without the usual bid requirements. 

o For more information, contact Marko Bourne at 7 17 65 1-2 139. 

Contact Webmaster Last Modified on 05/29/1998 11:51:26. 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/DEP/DEPUTATE/POLYCOMM/UPDATE/O5-29-98/052998 1 8. htm 9/15/00 
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Gasoline tanker explodes, shuts 1-5 lanes downtown 

Lisa Petrillo 
STAFF WRITER 

CORRECTION I Because of information from a source, a story yesterduy about the explosion of a 
gasoline tanker truck near downtown San Diego incorectly said it was carrying 91,000 gallons. In 
fact, it was 9,000 gallons. The San Diego Union-Tribune regrets the error. (981215, B-2:7,8) 

14-Dee-1998 Monday SION NUMBER 4001 150 

A tanker truck carrying 91,000 gallons of gasoline crashed and exploded on 
Interstate 5 near downtown San Diego late last night, forcing the closure 
of the freeway in both directions and sending nearby residents fleeing 
toxic hmes  and smoke. 

Gasoline spilled across all lanes of the freeway and into storm drains. For 
more than an hour after the crash, flames were seen shooting out of 
manholes on the freeway. 

The crash occurred at 1050 on the northbound lanes of the freeway, about a 
quarter-mile south of the Sassafras Street exit. 

The truck came to rest on its side, and the rear tank on the rig burst into 
flames. There was fear the front tank could also catch fire. 

The driver of the truck, Ken Powers of Spring Valley, was able to escape 
serious injury. A shaken Powers, 33,  said he had little recollection of 
what caused the crash. 

"All I know is, my foot was on the brake," he said. "I tried to veer out of 
the way (because) there were two vehicles near me. I looked in my rearview 
mirror and saw flames. The freeway was on fire. 

"I thought, ' I  don't want to die now.' I got out and I ran away. . . . I 
just thank Jesus that I'm still alive and no one was hurt." 

CHP Sgt. George Griffith said the driver appeared to have been within the 
speed limit. He also said the tanker may have burst into flames before the 
crash. 

. . ./idoc.cgi?429853+unix++www.uniontrib.com. .80+Union-Tribune+Union-Tribune+Library+Li~/l5/00 
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No one is injured in pair of fiery crashes involving big rigs 

Joe Hughes 
STAFF WRITER 

15-Dec-1998 Tuesday 
I 1- 
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e 
Fiery collisions L- invdving tractor-&ailer %s have, o c c u & M  hours 

slowing traffic to a crawl and prompting some evacuations. 
apart, causing gasoline explosions that closed two San Diego freeways, 

,JR+ , 
Yet neither crash caused any injuries. 

0- 

The m k t  r eca t  w a a  coll&pn inv 
car in the eastbound lanes of *te 
p.m. yesterday. 'H'may Mve been linked to a police chase on the same 
freeway of a man suspected of trying to rob an El Cajon bank, authorities 
said. 

The big-rig driver told authorities he last control after he had to hit his 
brakes when traffic in front of him abruptly slowed. His q& clipped a car 
and delivery van. 

-7 
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The van ov&ed arjBPurst into 
jumpedc out pf a 
the van ignifed, 

The 
. asoline'eom 

7 b 
"Ifbe waited 10 more seconds to get out, he wouldn't be with us," one CHP 
officer s q o f  the driver's quick actions. 

./ 
.., a .4. ,e 

The subcompact, a Civic, and, e big 'g ende 6 c r u  pled into tlg- . 
P e w a y F t e r  

The ac&&rt'halted traffic on Route 94 in both directions until 
firefighters could put out the blaze, causing a huge rush-hour traffic jam 
,j?ii?pread from downtown San Diego to Federal Boulevard. 

-7 
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SERIOUS FUEL SPILL DISRUPTS MONTVALE 

SERIOUS FUEL SPILL DISRUPTS MONTVALE -- EMERGENCY TEAM PREVENTS DAMAGE By DAVID 
GLOVIN and LAURA BARNHARDT, Staff Writers Date: 07-1 1-1999, Sunday Section: NEWS Edition: All Editions 
- Sunday 

A tank truck spilled 1,500 gallons of gasoline onto Chestnut Ridge Road in Montvale on Saturday after it was 
clipped by a van while turning to enter a gas station, police said. 

No one was injured, but authorities said seeping gasoline contaminated nearby soil. Officials said there is no 
threat to drinking water. 

"It's a serious spill," said Keith Lewandosky, a senior environmental specialist for the Bergen County Hazardous 
Materials Squad. "We have a certain amount of soil contaminated." 

An unidentified firefighter was overcome by gasoline fumes. He was treated and released, Montvale Police Chief 
Joseph Marigliani said. 

"The quick response kept the gasoline from traveling throughout the sewer system," Marigliani said. "This is the 
kind of thing we train for." 

But onlookers said gasoline traveled far beyond the Middle Ridge Exxon station. 

"It spilled all over the place," Victor Varga, manager of Giant Photo Video, said he was told by two employees at 
the gas station. 

Despite initial fears of fire and explosion, authorities said they reduced the risk as the hours wore on. Marigliani 
said environmental officials told him that there was no immediate health risk to people nearby and that conditions 
would return to normal once the gasoline was cleaned up. 

Hazardous materials officials said the gasoline traveled about 100 feet from the truck through a storm drain, into a 
creek, and from there to a pond in front of an office of the accounting firm of KPMG Peat Marwick Main & Co., 
also on Chestnut Ridge Road. 

Environmental officials built a dam in the pond, and another downstream, so that the gasoline could seep no 
further. They spent the afternoon and evening skimming the gasoline from the pond. 

"We got it trapped at the pond, so it hasn't gotten any further down the way," Lewandosky said. 

Officials said soil and sand along the stream were contaminated and will need to be cleaned up. Lewandosky said 
responsibility for paying for the cleanup will be determined once authorities decide who is at fault for the traffic 
collision. 

More than 200 emergency workers responded to 28 Chestnut Ridge Road after the midaftemoon collision and 
worked swiftly to contain the spill. 

Police said fuel escaped from the tanker after the van's nose section plowed under the trailer and hit gasoline K 
valves. The nose of the van broke off when the vehicle hit the tanker, Marigliani said. 
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Marigliani said the accident is still under investigation. There 

were no arrests. Police did not identify the driver of the van or 
the 
f u e l  truck. 

In all, 1,500 of the 5,000 gallons carried by the tank truck escaped, police said. 

Authorities, including county and local police, fire officials, and hazardous materials workers from Bergen and 
Rockland counties, were able to contain the spill before it spread to nearby Woodcliff Lake or the Garden State 
Parkway. 

Marigliani said emergency response workers initially feared that the gasoline would spread to the Garden State 
Parkway. He said sand barriers were set up to prevent it from spilling onto the highway. 

The spill, which closed Chestnut Ridge Road into the evening and forced some residents indoors, took hours to 
clear. Workers slowly pumped spilled gasoline from the pond and from the damaged truck into empty fuel carriers 
before they opened the road. 

"This is a freak accident," Mayor David Metlitz said. "Thank God we didn't have any serious injuries." 

A manager at the Chestnut Ridge Health Food Store said she had been "shut in practically all afternoon" after 
police closed the road in front of the Chestnut Ridge Shopping Center. 

Also on Saturday, approximately 10 gallons of an unknown chemical appeared to be seeping from Pan Graphics, 
a business at 339 Main St. in Lodi, police said. As of late Saturday, they could not identify the chemical. 

Staff Writer Jan Barry contributed to this article. 

Illustrations/Photos: PHOTO - STEVE AUCHARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER - Chestnut Ridge Road in Montvale 
was closed after a tank truck was damaged and began to leak gasoline. 

Keywords: MONTVALE. FUEL. ACCIDENT 

DAVID GLOVIN and LAURA BARNHARDT, Staff Writers, SERlOUS FUEL SPILL DISRUPTS MONNALE. , The 
Record (Bergen County, NJ), 07-1 1-1999, pp a01. 

~- _ _  ~~~~~ _ _  - ~~~ ~ 

eLibrary is a service of Tucows, Inc. Copyright 0 2002. All rights reserved. 

h...:US;Lib&dtype=O-O&dinst=O&title=SERIOUS+FUEL+SPILL+DISRUPTS+MONTVALE+ 3/6/02 



eLibraq - Printable Article Page 1 of 3 

Fiery crash shuts down traffic on 183: 2 killed after pickup hits gasoline 
truck 

IRVING - Two men were killed in a fiery crash and explosion Saturday when a pickup struck a gasoline tanker on 
Airport Freeway, snarling traffic near Texas Stadium for most of the day. 

A driver on westbound State Highway 183 lost control of his Chevrolet Silverado and veered through the left 
guardrail about 11 a.m., police said. The pickup sailed over the 15-fOOt concrete embankment that separates the 
east- and westbound lanes and smashed into the side of an 18-wheeler gasoline tanker truck headed east on 183, 
just before the split between 183 and Spur 482, said Officer David Tull, an Irving police spokesman. 

"He lost control for some reason, probably going too fast in a wiggle of the highway," Officer Tull said. "It hit dead 
center on the 18-wheeler." 

Both vehicles landed several dozen feet from the side of the road, just under the overpass that connects the 
service road of eastbound 183 to Spur 482. The collision ignited the tanker's payload - 10,000 gallons of gasoline. 
The fire bumed for almost three hours, punctuated several times by explosions, before it was extinguished with 
foam, Irving fire Battalion Chief Jimmy Bassinger said. 

"It looked like something from a Me1 Gibson movie - Lethal Weapon ," said Scott Surratt , an El Paso 
businessman staying at the Days Inn on 183 who walked to the scene of the crash when he heard the commotion. 
"It exploded three times." 

The pickup landed clear of the tanker, allowing rescue personnel to reach its driver fairly quickly, Chief Bassinger 
said. He was given CPR en route to Baylor Medical Center in Irving but died about a half- hour later. Authorities 
were unable to identify him as of late Saturday. 

"Completely gone' 

The intense heat and fire prevented paramedics from approaching the tanker's cab, Chief Bassinger said. 

"The cab of the truck is completely gone," Chief Bassinger said. "The fire was completely engulfing the scene." 

Field agents from the Dallas County medical examiner's office waited several hours for the heat to dissipate 
before they approached the vehicle and recovered the remains of the driver. Authorities declined to release the 
tanker driver's identity because his relatives had not been notified. 

The tanker was owned by United Petroleum Transports, Officer Tull said. An official in the company's Fort Worth 
office referred calls to company headquarters in Oklahoma City, where officials said they knew nothing about the 
accident. 

Patrick Fernandez, a truck driver who lives in Kempner , Texas, said he was about 100 feet behind the tanker 
when the pickup hit it. He drove around the wreck and then pulled off to the shoulder to offer help. 

"I saw the truck come across and hit the big one. The [pickup] truck never hit the ground," Mr. Femandez said. 
"The [tanker] truck didn't explode right when it hit. It was a couple of minutes before it did." 

Flames shot 100 feet into the air, and smoke was visible for dozens of miles. Huned Vohra saw the smoke and 
flames from the accident as he looked out the front window of his 7-Eleven on Airport Freeway. 
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"All of a sudden there was a boom and all the fire," he said. " The smoke came up through the sky." 

Other damage 

The fire consumed much of the grass near the vehicles, and flying debris from the explosions ignited some of the 
grass between the divided highway. The heaviest damage came to the overpass that leads to Spur 482, Officer 
Tull said. 

"The bridge is history," he said. "They'll have to replace it." 

Mark Ball, a spokesman for the Texas Department of Transportation, said engineers will try to determine whether 
any part of the overpass is usable. Replacing it could cost about $1 million. 

"Fire is not good with concrete," Mr. Ball said. "It warms up the concrete and it pops off. You can abuse concrete 
and hit it and it survives. But you can't use fire around concrete." 

Police shut down both directions of Airport Freeway between Loop 12 and Grauwyler Road. The service road to 
eastbound 183 was also closed, with traffic diverted to Grauwyler via Loop 12, which remained open for most of 
the day, Officer Tull said. 

''Traffic was horrendous, as you can imagine," Chief Bassinger said. 

Junior Combs, an employee at the Circuit City at 2901 W. Airport Freeway, said the traffic caused several 
employees to show up 30 to 45 minutes late Saturday. He said the store had the typical amount of customers. 

Police said they had hoped to have 183 open again by 10 p.m. However, officials said late Saturday that workers 
were taking great care in clearing the road and that it would not open until later in the night. All roads - except the 
overpass connecting the eastbound 183 service road and Spur 482 - were expected to be open before Sunday' s 
noon Cowboys game at the stadium, which is just across a parking lot from the crash site. 

No other motorists were reported injured. Although debris peppered the eastbound 183 roadway, the road surface 
was virtually undamaged by the fire and explosions, Officer Tull said. 

Chief Bassinger said firefighters were fortunate that the tank didn't spill fuel across the road. Because most of the 
fuel remained in the tanker, the 27 firefighters who responded to the scene were able to let it bum itself out, for the 
most part, he said. 

"That was a very intense fire," Officer Tull said. "Thank God these don't happen very often." 

PHOTO(S): (1 -2 The Dallas Morning News: Richard Michael Pruitt) 1. People along State Highway 183 watched 
Saturday as Irving 

firefighters battled the flames from a burning tanker truck, 

which had just been filled with 10,000 gallons of gasoline. 

Staff writers Jennifer Emily and Drake Witham contributed to 

this report. 2. Irving firefighters battled Saturday's tanker 

truck infemo near Texas Stadium for nearly three hours. Because 

most of the 10,000 gallons of buming fuel remained in the 

tanker, firefighters were able to let it bum itself out, an 
. . . :US;Li~dtype--O-O&dinst=O&title=Fie~+c~h+shuts+do~+~~c+on+ 1 83%3A+2+killed+3/22/02 



elibrary - Printable Article Page 3 of 3 

official said. 3. The Dallas Morning News: Irwin Thompson) Eric 

Mosby, an Irving police investigator, took pictures Saturday 

near the scene of the fatal accident, in which a tanker truck 

was struck by a speeding pickup. ILLUSTRATION(S): / MAP(S): 

(The Dallas Morning News: Jay Cam, Jamie Taylor) How it Happened; 

site of fatal collision. 

Rick Klein I Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News, Fiery crash shuts down traffic on 183: 2 killed afier pickup 
hits gasoline truck , The Dallas Morning News, 10-24-1 999, pp 1 A. 
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By Rick Klein / The Dallas Morning News 

IRVING - One man was killed and another presumed dead in a fiery crash 
and explosion Saturday on Airport Freeway, snarling traffic near Texas 
Stadium for most of the day. 

A driver on westbound State Highway 183 lost control of his Chevrolet 
Silverado pickup and veered through the left guardrail about 11 a.m., police 
said. The pickup sailed over the 15-foot concrete embankment that 
separates the east- and westbound lanes and smashed into the side of an 
18-wheeler gasoline tanker truck headed east on 183, just before the split 
between 183 and Spur 482, said Officer David Tull, an Irving police 
spokesman. 

"He lost control for some 
reason, probably going too 
fast in a wiggle of the 
highway," Officer Tull said. "It 
hit dead center on the 18- 
wheeler." 

Both vehicles landed several 
dozen feet from the side of 
the road, just under the 
overpass that connects the 
service road of eastbound 
183 to Spur 482. The collision 
ignited the tanker's payload - 
10,000 gallons of gasoline. 
The fire burned for almost 
three hours, punctuated 
several times by explosions, 
before it was extinguished 
with foam, Irving fire Battalion 
Chief Jimmy Bassinger said. . . _. _. . . 

Ron Base I 
The Dallas Moming News 

http://www.arlington.com/metro/topnews/ 1 024a"etcrash.htm 911 5/00 

http://DallasNews.com
http://www.arlington.com/metro/topnews


l'anker. pickup collide on SH 183 Page 2 o f 3  

An Irving tiretignter sprays toam on an 
overturned tanker that caught fire on 
State Highway 183. "It looked like something from 

a Me1 Gibson movie - Lethal 
Weapon," said Scott Surratt, an El Paso businessman staying at the Days 
Inn on 183 who walked to the scene of the wreck when he heard the 
commotion. "It exploded three times." 

The pickup landed clear of the tanker, allowing rescue personnel to reach 
its driver fairly quickly, Chief Bassinger said. He was given CPR en route to 
Baylor Medical Center in Irving but died about a half-hour later. Authorities 
were unable to identify him as of late Saturday. 

The intense heat and fire prevented paramedics from approaching the 
tanker's cab, Chief Bassinger said. Field agents from the Dallas County 
medical examiner's office waited several hours for the heat to dissipate 
before they could approach the vehicle in search of remains. 

"The cab of the truck is completely gone," Chief Bassinger said. "The fire 
was completely engulfing the scene." 

The tanker was owned by United Petroleum Transports, Officer Tu11 said. 
An official in the company's Fort Worth office referred calls to company 
headquarters in Oklahoma City, where officials said they knew nothing 
about the accident. 

Authorities declined to release the tanker driver's identity because his 
relatives had not been notified. 

Patrick Fernandez, a truck driver who lives in Kempner, Texas, said he was 
about 100 feet behind the tanker when the pickup hit it. He drove around 
the wreck and then pulled off to the shoulder to offer help. 

"I saw the truck come across and hit the big one. The [pickup] truck never 
hit the ground," Mr. Fernandez said. "The [tanker] truck didn't explode right 
when it hit. It was a couple of minutes before it did." 

Flames shot 100 feet into the air, and smoke was visible for dozens of 
miles. Huned Vohra saw the smoke and flames from the accident as he 
looked out the front window of his 7-Eleven on Airport Freeway. 

"All of a sudden there was a boom and all the fire," he said. "The smoke 
came up through the sky." 

The fire consumed much of the grass near the vehicles, and flying debris 
from the explosions ignited some of the grass between the divided highway. 
The heaviest damage came to the overpass that leads to Spur 482, Officer 
Tull said. 

"The bridge is history," he said. "They'll have to replace it." 

Mark Ball, a spokesman for the Texas Department of Transportation, said 
engineers will try to determine if any part of the overpass is usable. 
Replacing it could cost about $1 million. 

"Fire is not good with concrete," Mr. Ball said. "It warms up the concrete and 
it pops off. You can abuse concrete and hit it and it survives. But you can't 
use fire around concrete." 
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Police shut down both directions of Airport Freeway between Loop 12 and 
Grauwyler Road. The service road to eastbound 183 was also closed, with 
traffic diverted to Grauwyler via Loop 12, which remained open for most of 
the day, Officer Tull said. 

"Traffic was horrendous, as you can imagine," Chief Bassinger said 

Junior Combs, an employee at the Circuit City at 2901 W. Airport Freeway, 
said the traffic caused several employees to show up 30 to 45 minutes late 
Saturday. He said the store had the typical amount of customers. 

Police said Saturday afternoon that they hoped to have 183 open again by 
IO p.m. All roads - except the overpass connecting the eastbound 183 
service road and Spur 482 - were expected to be open in plenty of time for 
Sunday's noon kickoff of the Dallas Cowboys game at the stadium, which is 
just across a parking lot from the wreck site. 

No other motorists were reported injured. While debris peppered the 
eastbound 183 roadway, the road surface was virtually undamaged by the 
fire and explosions, Officer Tull said. 

Chief Bassinger said firefighters were fortunate that the tank didn't spill fuel 
across the road. Because most of the fuel remained in the tanker, the 27 
firefighters who responded to the scene were able to let it burn itself out, for 
the most part, he said. 

"That was a very intense fire," Officer Tull said. "Thank God these don't 
happen very often." 

Dallas Morning News Staff writers Jennifer €mi/y and Drake Witham 
contributed to this report. 
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SUV, gas truck collide on 1-8; no injuries 

UNION -TRI BUN E 

04-Nov-1999 Thursday 

LA MESA -- A full gasoline tanker and a sport-utility vehicle collided on 
Interstate 8 yesterday morning, but no one was injured and the crash 
resulted in only a slight fuel spill. 

The California Highway Patrol reported that at 5:24 a.m.. a Ford Expedition 
driven by Hector Felix of Spring Valley was merging from state Route 125 
north onto Interstate 8 eastbound, when it broadsided a tractor-trailer 
heading east. 

Felix’s vehicle spun out of control and hit a concrete wall, but he was not 
injured, said CHP spokeswoman Gwen Goodwin. 

The tanker’s fuel delivery assembly was slightly damaged in the collision. 
and an estimated three gallons of gasoline spilled onto the road, she said. 
The spill was cleaned up with absorbent material and the slow lane of the 
eastbound freeway was reopened to traffic by 7 a.m. 

The tanker’s driver, Roger Paarman of Escondido, was not injured. 

Both vehicles were driving within the speed limit, said Goodwin. 

. . ./idoc.cgi?507929+unix++www.uniontrib,com..8O+Union-Trib~e+Union-Tribune+Libr~~+Li~/ 1 5/00 
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This story w8s plJMlShed 11/¶3&9 by the News desk. 
With headline: 2 die in fiery crash. 
It ran in these editions; Illinois, page A I  (Full version) 

>East, page A1 (Full version) 
'west, Page A1 (Full vesion) 

2 die in fiery crash. 

JIM MASTERS 
boy were killed when the car they were in 
truck and caught fire Friday at the 

HAMMOND - A  Hammond man 
slammed into the side of a gasoline 
intersection 01: 165th Street and Osbom Avenue. 

of 6428 Tennessee Ave., both of Hammond, according to the Lake County coroner. 
The boy repoitedly was the son of styka's girtfriend. 

The driver of the truck, who had not been identified, was not injured, police said. 
A potentially greater tragedy was averted through the efforts of Hammon 

firefighters who worked feverishly to extinguish the buming car and keep the 
filled with 8,000 gallons of gasoline from ignitlng and causing a massive explosion, said 
Assistant Fire Chief Mike Jakubczyk. 

Firefighters battled the blaze for 10 to 15 minutes, and continued to douse the 
wreckage to prevent a sudden flare up. 

"Thanks to the quick knockdown of the fire, we kept it from becoming a very volatile 
situation," JaCubczyk said. "They really staved off a disaster." 

The neighbodmod is a mix of homes and industrial and commercial businesses. 
Firefighters were called at 12- 

wedged midway underneath the lis2 which was owned by Witham's, a gas station 
business witli several local stores. 

The collision occurred while the truck was eastbound on 165th Street, Hammond 
police spokesman Lt. Richard Hoyda said. The c a r  was heading north on Osbom, a 
oneway stre4 ending at 165th. 

It is not known whether the car stopped for a stop sign before proceeding onto 
which direction the driver was E23 as it drove pas? Osbom. 

165th. Police and fire officials said they could 
attempting to turn, or if he ran straight into the 

Styka was. test driving the car from a nearby used car dealership, Noel Jr. Auto 
Sales, 6839 Alexander Ave., Hammond. 

A man who identified himself as a salesman for the dealership, confirmed that a 
man and chikj had taken a 1993 Eagle Talon off the lot for a test drive about 12:30 p.m. 
and did not rfttum. He said it was the second time the man had taken the cat for a test 
drive, and believed he planned to buy it. 

The victims are identified as John Styka, 21, of 3650 173rd St, and Tybr Poc~ok,  4, 

b 

. and found a buming 1993 Eagle Talon 

'We are investigating the possibility of the vehicle malfunctioning," Hoyda said. "The 
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vehicle has been towed to our police garage." 
There was no alcohol found in the truck driver's system following a BreathaHer test 

given at the Hammond Police Station, Hoyda said. 
"The car  was burned beyond recognition," Jakubczyk said. "There's not much left of 

it." 
The BP Arnoco Fire Department was called to the scene to spray protective foam 

around the wreckage as a precaution. 
If the truck tank bad exploded, Jakubczyk said, several businesses in the area 

would have brmn wiped out. 
Police dored off 165th just west of Kennedy Avenue to Osbom and Osbom south to 

167th Street umll into the evening. 
Kathy Dykstra, office manager for Target Rental & Leasing, 2440 165th, said she 

saw a fire and thick clouds of black smoke rising into the sky in front of her business. 
She said she heard a loud bang, but not an explosion. 

The heat and smoke were too intense for anyone to get near the -to try to 

all the time out here, but nothing as bad as this," Dykstra said. 
said. 

Cutliner Photos by Tasos Katupadis I The Times 

wmm~nd pow! ~vidence Technician patty Kasper searches an liiGiGlscene 
n and boy wwa killed Friday afternoon at 165th Street and 0s- Aven 

when the car they were in coHied with a gasoline 
driver was not injured. 

truck The truck 

H a m m d  and EIP A m  ffmhters spray down a gas m t r u c k  Friday 
aflw" as a precaution to avoM an e x p W i .  The buck was heading north on 
165th Street in klarnmond when it collided with a car heading east on osbwn 
Avenue. 

JIM MASERS 
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This story was published 1ZIOM by the News desk. 
with headline: Iflivedgator8 know cause of fatal crash. 
It ran in these editions: >West, page A3 (Full version) 

Investigators know cause of fatal crash. 

JIM MASTERS 
v. 12 crash in which two w truck and burst into flames 

HAMMOND - Human error has been blamed for 
people died when their car slammed into a gasoline 
at 165th Street and enue. 

determined that failure to stop at a 
and excessive speed was a 

Hammond pol nvestiga 
stop sign was the primary cause of the 
cause, Sgt. Cmdy Shelton said. The actual speed of the car at the time of the 
was not determined. 

driving a 1993 Eagle Talon from m Styka and his passenger, Tyler 
The driver, John Styka, 21, of Hammond, 

a local used car dealership at the time of the 
Poczok, 4, also of Hammond, were killed in the crash. The boy was reportedly the son 
of Styka's girtliknd. 

heading north on Osbom, which is a one-way, single-lane street ending at 165th. The 
speed limit on Osbom is no more than 30 or 35 miles per hour, Shelton said. 

A potentially greater tragedy was averted through the efforts of Hammond 
firefighters who extinguished the burning car and kept the tank filled with 8,000 gallons 
of fuel from igniting and causing ive explosion. Several businesses in the area 
couM have been wiped out if the exploded, Assistant Fire Chief Mike Jakubczyk 
said. 

The collision occurred while the truck was eastbound on 165th. The car was 
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With headline: Tu0 escape fiery crash in Hammond. 
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Ridge, page A1 (Full version) 

Two escape fiery crash in Hammond. 

JIM MASTERS 

HAMMOIVD - A fiery crash between 
minivan Monday was eerily similar to an 
without the tragic results. 

The occupants of the minivan survived the crash with a m  truck at 
Columbia Avenue and Gostlin Street, unlike the crash at 165th Street and 
Osbom Avenue on Nov. 12 when John Styka, 21, and Tyler Poczok, 4, of 
Hammond died. 

"It's similar to the crash where the boy died," Hammond police Sgt. 
Cindy Shelton said. "Fortunately, this time, no one was seriously injured or 
worse." 

collision occurred about 7:05 a.m. when the van, which was 

hnkdtruck and a 
10 days earlier, but 

eastbound on Gostlin, disregarded a red light and struck the 
adside, Shelton said. 

A fuel line under the truck ruptured, and by the time Hammond 
firefighters ;mived on the scene, the van was in flames, Fire Inspector 
Chuck Meyar said. Firefighters quickly extinguished the blaze. 

passenger. Webster Means, 42, of Michigan 
occupants suffered minor injuries, but fire an 

The driver of the minivan, Marcia Brown, 38, of Gary, and her 

specify who. 
Brown was cited for disregarding an automatic signal, Shelton said. 
The minivan was 
The driver of the w truck, Jason McCormick, 30, of Lacrosse, also 

ery vehicle for the Post-Tribune. 

was The Un&g,khich is owned by A & D Connet of Frankfort, Ij l . ,  was 
carrying 6,'l I 1  gallons of gasoline and 2,500 gallons of diesel fuel in four 
tanks, Meyer said. Three of the tanks were filled with gasoline. 

None of the tanks were in danger of rupturing, Meyer said, although a 

FEB-17-2080 T W  12:56pM ID: PfEE: 5 



mount spilled from a ruptured fuel distribution line underneath the 
, which caused the van to burn, and leaked into a nearby sewer. 

Firefighters: with the permission of the Hammond Sanitary District, flushed 
out the sewer. 

Traffic at the intersection w 
The tires on the rear of the w melted and there was some scorching 

"It could have been a lot worse," he said. 

down until after 10:30 a.m. 

on the rear ofthe tank, but it appeared to be salvageable, Meyer said. 

JIM MASTERS 
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TANKER SPILL FOULS BLACK CREEK 

TANKER SPILL FOULS BLACK CREEK BYLINE: ROMANA KING, TORONTO SUN EDITION: Final SECTION: 
News 

Emergency crews scrambled yesterday to mop up a tanker truck spill of thousands of litres of gasoline before it 
could seep into Toronto's water system. 

City officials estimated 7,000 to 9,500 litres of gas spilled from a Cango gasoline truck and flowed into the sewer 
system which filters into Black Creek. 

Toronto residents get their water supply from Lake Ontario, which is fed by Black Creek through the Humber 
River, but an expert said the spill posed no threat to human health. 

"There is no concern," said Marco Vittiglio, a manager of Toronto Public Health. He said even if the gas reached 
Lake Ontario it would be too diluted to pose any threat. 

"All 10,OO litres of gas leaked out," said Stefan Powell, information officer with Toronto Fire Services. "We were 
able to collect about 500 litres from the road with absorbant materials. The rest went down one of four wash 
basins in the area and into the sewer." 

Powell said one of the valves on the 44,000-litre capacity tanker truck was ruptured when the truck knocked a 
high, curved portion of sidewalk. 

Environment ministry spokesman Brian Cameron said the leak had a minor effect on the water and surrounding 
wildlife. 

"There was a small fish kill, about 20 within the vicinity, but we do not know if they were killed by gasoline," 
Cameron said. 

ILLUSTRATION: photo by Mark O'NeillCLEANUP ... Bill McMenemy vacuums up gasoline from Black Creek 
south ofLawrence Ave. yesterday. 

ROMANA KING, TORONTO SUN, TANKER Sf lLL  FOULS BLACK CREEK. , The Toronto Sun, 03-01-2000, pp 7. 
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DETROIT FIRE FIGHTERS INSPECT BURNED TANKER TRUCK 

Copyright 2000 Reuters Limited. A l l  rights reserved. 

DETROIT FIRE FIGHTERS INSPECT BURNED TANKER TRUCK 

TANKER FIRE:DETROIT,27MAYOO - Detroit fire fighters inspect the bumed wreckage of a tanker truck that 
exploded on 1-75 expressway near downtown Detroit closing the freeway, May 27. Detroit fire officials say the 
driver of the truck suffered second and third degree burns and is in critical condition. A Detroit Police officer 
driving a van that also burned was injured. This is the second serious gasoline tanker accident on 1-75 in several 
days. rdPhoto by Rebecca Cook REUTERS 

REBECCA COOK, DETROlT FIRE FlGHTERS INSPECT BURNED TANKER TRUCK. , Reuters News Pictures 
Service, 05-27-2000. 

eLibrary is a service of Tucows Inc. Copyright 0 2002. All rights reserved. 
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TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES ON EXPRESSWAY NEAR DOWNTOWN 
DETROIT 
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TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES ON EXPRESSWAY NEAR DOWNTOWN DETROIT 

DET02:TANKER FIRE:DETROIT,27MAY00 - A tanker truck burns after exploding on 1-75 expressway near 
downtown Detroit closing the freeway, May 27. Detroit fire officials say the driver of the truck suffered second and 
third degree bums and is in critical condition. A Detroit Police officer driving a van that also burned was injured. 
This is the second serious gasoline tanker accident on 1-75 in several days. rc/Photo by Rebecca Cook REUTERS 

REBECCA COOK, TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES ON EXPRESSWAY NEAR DOWNTOWN DETROIT. , Reuters 
News Pictures Service, 05-27-2000. 

eLibrary is a service of Tucows Inc. Copyright 0 2002. All rights reserved. 
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TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES NEAR DOWNTOWN DETROIT 

Copyright 2000 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved 
TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES NEAR DOWNTOWN DETROIT 

USA-TANKER FIRE:DETROIT,27MAY00 - Detroit Fire Fighters work to put out the fire of a tanker truck that 
exploded on 1-75 expressway near downtown Detroit closing the freeway May 27. Detroit fire officials say the 
driver of the truck suffered second and third degree burns and is in critical condition. A Detroit Police officer 
driving a van that also burned was injured. This is the second serious gasoline tanker accident on 1-75 in several 
days. rdPhoto by Rebecca Cook REUTERS 

REBECCA COOK, TANKER TRUCK EXPLODES NEAR DOWNTOWN DETROIT. , Reuters News Pictures 
Service, 05-27-2000. 
~ 
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Dad, daughter injured in motorcycle-oil tanker crash 

Accident causes Route 93 traffic nightmare 

June 19, 2000 

By JOHN WOLFSON 
Sun Staff 

WILMINGTON -- A motorcycle collided with a sport utility vehicle and 
careened across four lanes of traffic on Interstate 93 yesterday morning, 
skidding under a loaded gasoline tanker and igniting a blaze that threatened the 
truck's combustible cargo. 

The driver of the bike and his young daughter were rushed to area hospitals. 
Warren A. Higgins Jr., 48, of Raynham. was taken to the Lahey Medical Center 
in Burlington and was listed in critical condition last night. His 8-year-old 
daughter, Meghan, was transported to Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston, where she was listed in fair condition last night. Their injuries were not 
considered life-threatening. 

The father's injuries included serious damage to a hand and to a leg below the 
knee. said State Police Officer Linda Marlowe of the Andover barracks. 

The motorcycle was heading north in the fast lane of 1-93, in the area of the 
Concord Road overpass, when it hit the left side of a Jeep Cherokee shortly 
before 9:30 a.m., State Police Lt. Paul Maloney said. The bike hurtled across 
the highway, coming to rest under the tires of the Exxon tanker, which was 
carrying its full capacity of I 1,500 gallons of gas. 

The truck's tires caught fire, shooting flames up the rear fifth of the tanker, 
which was caked with soot. Firefighters were able to extinguish the fire before 
it found its way into the gas tank. 

The drivers of the Jeep and the tanker were unharmed, Maloney said. 

The highway was shut down in both directions as rescue personnel worked at 
the scene. The southbound side was then opened up for about an hour but 
closed again when the gas was pumped from the disabled tanker into an empty 
truck that had been driven to the scene. 

Ironically, it was the fact that the Exxon tanker was full that likely prevented a 
greater tragedy. 

"With so much product, it was able to absorb the heat of the fire," Wilmington 
Fire Deputy Chief Ed Bradbury said. "If it had been, say, half full, with a lot of 
vapors, it might have caught fire." 

http://search.newschoice.com/GPC~StoryDis.. .\3 1 3 899 - fitwilmingtoni93crash.txt&searchtext 9/16/00 
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"We got lucky," agreed Ken Gabriel. fleet manager of Tosco Transportation, 
which owns the truck. Tosco brought in a tanker from Rauseo Petroleum in 
Saugus to take the gas from the Exxon truck. 

As of last night, police had not determined whether the motorcycle was 
speeding or driving erratically prior to the accident. 

Traffic on 1-93 was stalled for several hours in both directions, police said. 
Where possible, northbound traffic was rerouted to Interstate 95, while 
southbound traffic was diverted to routes 62 and 125. 

http://search.newschoice.com/GPC - StoryDis. ..\3 1 3 899 - frtwilmingtoni93crash.txt&searchtext 9/16/00 
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Motorcyclist still hospitalized after 1-93 crash 

June 20. 2000 

By JADE CARDOLETTI 
Sun Staff 

Two days after the Wilmington motorcycle crash that hurled him and his 8- 
year-old daughter under the tires of a gasoline tanker truck, Warren A. Higgins 
Jr. remained in critical conditions at the Lahey Medical Center in Burlington. 

According to state police Trooper Linda Marlowe. Higgins, 48, of Raynham 
had serious damage to his hand and to one leg below the knee. 

His daughter, Meghan. was released yesterday from Massachusetts General 
Hospital after treatment for a minor head injury. 

State police said Higgins' Honda motorcycle was burned "beyond recognition" 
after it collided with a Jeep Cherokee and skidded under the Exxon tanker. 

The accident occurred around 9:30 a.m. Sunday in the northbound lane of 
Interstate 93. The motorcycle hit the left side of the Jeep, then careened across 
four lanes and slid under the truck, igniting a fire in the rear of the tanker. 
Firefighters extinguished the blaze before it spread to the gas tank. 

State police said the accident remains under investigation. 

http://search.newschoice.com/GPC - Story Display .asp ?sto ry... \3 1 533 1 - lclaxfolo.txt&searchtext 911 6/00 
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safety D&a-t-e-=er 
Gas Loading Lines 
Concern rises after collisionignites blaze 
By Sylvia Adcock 
STmWRf iER 

ARer the 1997 explosion of a gasoline tank 
truck in Yonkers that c l o d  the New York 
State Thruway far months, the National Trans- 
portation Safety Board aaid trucks should no 
loner be allowed to carry gasoline in unpm 
tected pipes below the ttuh, a practice that 
began decades ago. 

Although the safety hazards involved in car- 
rying gas in pipes, or loading lines, has been 
discussed at the U.S. Transportation Depart- 
ment since at least 1985, the department 
never issued a rule banning it. Now, NTSB in- 
vestigators believe last month's tank truck ex- 
ploaion -"East Islip wasfikely due to the same 
hazard. 

The accident in late September killed Hilde 
Hauswirth, 62, who was on her way to work at 
Good Samaritan Nursing Home in Sayville 
when her minivan crashed into the side of a 
tanker pulling out of a gas station on Montauk 
Highway. Investigators who have been recon- 
structing the accident say they believe the ex- 
plosion that engulfied H a u " s  vehicle in 
flames was caused by the minivan hitting and 
breaking open a series of pipes under the tank. 
The pipes, which carry gasoline, are called wet 
lines. 

W e  are considering this a wet-lines case," 
said Ted Lopackewicz, a spokesman for the 
safety board. 1we are documenting the infor- 
mation to me if it supports the recommenda- 
tion in the Yonkers case." 

The issue dates back to the 1970s. Before 
passage of the Clean Air Act, gasoline tank 
trucks were loaded from the top, but that prac- 
tice was banned because it releases gasoline 
fumes into the atmosphere. Instead, tank 
trucks began loading their compartments with 
fuel using the pipes below the tank, after load- 
ing, dozens of gallons of gasoline remain in the 

. . .  ..-- -- ___.  .- 

p i p .  While the tank itaelf is in a protective 
shell, the pipes below were designed to easily 
break off so an accident wouldn't rip open the 
bottom ofthe tank. 

The tmcking industry says it carries gas in 
the pipes only to comply with the e " m e n -  
tal reguletions. 

" h i s  was one of the t r a d d s , "  said Cliff 
Hanrison, president of the National Tank 
Truck Carriers Association. T h e  greens won.' 

The d e t y  hazard of carryhg a flammable 
liquid in pipes designed to break off, ifthey are 
hit, has long been debated. 

"It is ulveamnable and illogical to allow the 
piping to be considered as an acceptable con- 
tainer for the transport of gasoline," according 
to a 1!B5 memo from QleTransportation De- 
partment's Research and Special Projects Ad- 
ministration. But in the face of heavy lobbying 
by the petroleum and trucking industries, the 
department has never moved to ban the prac- 
tice. A spokesman said the department is in 
the pmcess of preparing to iseue a ruling on 
the practice but could not give a timetable. . 

A Brooklyn company, Cargo Tank Concepts, 
has begun marketing a device that purges the 

. e. One petroleum com- loa- 
pany, Sumxo-gun to inatall them on 
some of ita trucks.? 
In the Yonkers c&w, the NTSB determined 

the driver of theahcha t struck the tank truck 
was not killed -the impact of the crash, 
but from the fireball that erupted when his car 
hit the pipes below the tank, which were carry- 
ing 28 gallons of gas. It in effect turned a fend- 
er-bender into a catastrophe. In fact, the driv- 
er had crawled to the back seat of his car to try 
to escape the flames. 

The NTSB found that between 1990 and 
1997.47 tank-truck explosions were caused by 
the gas in the loading lines. But in its final re- 
port on the Yonkers case, the agencg said it 
thought such accidents were underreported 
and the number might be higher. 

. -  
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On L.I. Linked 
To Old Defect 
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Safety Board Is Studying 
+&l Suffolk Accident 

A CLOSER LOOK 

Tsmktt(sr A Hiddell WdwesS 
The National Transportation Safety Board says that fuel left in loading pipes 
may have ignited in a fatal accident last month on Long Island. The design 
weakness has led to similar incidents recently in the region. 

- -4 - 
, 

0 Even when a tanker has unloaded ,/ '\ 

its cargo, up to 50 gallons of fuel 
can be trapped in the pipes 
connecting the tank to the fuel 
hoses 

@ In an accident. the pipes break 
off from the tank valve to prevent 
the fuel tank from rupturing and 
exploding But this can allow 
trapped fuel inside the pipes to 
spill and ignite \./ 

Sources Nslra?al Tank Truck Carriers Associatum. Cargo Tank Conceprs Lrd 

"Yorl- c 
- .  

RANDY KENNEDY 
Investigators for the National Transpo 

1 tation Safety Board say that a fiery gasom 
tanker accident that killed a Suffolk Cwmr 
woman last month may have been cause 
by a common safety problem with tanke~ 
that was pinpointed more than a decade q 
but has not been corrected. 

The accident, which was much like one I 
1997 that killed a doctor and closed part I 
the New York State Thruway for s 
months, happened on Sept. 25 when a won 
an in a 1993 Chevrolet Suburban sport utilil 
vehicle collided with the side of a tankc 
that had just delivered gas to a servic 
station in East Islip, N.Y. The resultin 
explosion €or& the evacuation of 1w) pa 
pie from their homes and also burned dow 
power lines nearby. 

Federal investigators stressed that the 
findings were preliminary, but said they ha 
determined that the crash ruptured a set t 
unprotected pipes nestled beneath the tru( 
that are used to fill and empty the tan 
After pumping, these pipes can still conta 
as much as 50 gallons of gasoline, and 
several similar collisions around the cm 
try the pipes have ruptured, spilling the - 
contents and causing an explosion thi 
would not have otherwise occurred. 

In the East Islip accident, investigatm 
found that the crash also caused a sma 
rupture to the gasoline tank itself, but tl 
charred evidence from the truck and tl 
sport utility vehicle suggests that the gas 
line that spilled from the unprotected pip - known as wet lines - may have caw 
the explosion. "The wet lines were breach 
and could have been the source of the fire 
said Ted Lopatkiewicz, a spokesman for U 
safety board. 

Federal transportation officials ha! 
been aware that the pipes were potential 
dangerous since at least 1988. The Depai 
ment of Transportation issued a regulatic 
in 1989 to try to eliminate the problem 
tankers hauling very hazardous liquids ot 
er than gasoline, by requiring better shiel 
ing of the pipes. 

But the petroleum industry argued th 
the risk was too small to justify the cost1 
such measures for gasoline. And the govet 

, ment granted an eiemption, while s t 4  

Conhnued on Page B6 1 
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’Qb Fatal Tanker Fire oh L.I. 
Is Tied to an Old Problem CR 5s 
Y 

”Y Continued From Page Bi 

.enamraging the industry to make 
changes itself to eliminate the dan- 
ger by installing better protection or 
a device to pump excess gas out of 
the pipes and back into the heavily 
protected tank compartments. 

After the 1997 accident, near Yon- 
kers, the safety, board determined 
that if the pipes beneath that truck 
had not had dozens of gallons of 
gasoline in them, “the fire would 
Wely not have occurred.” And so the 
board recommended to the secretary 
of transportation that the depart- 
ment prohibit the carrying of any 
hazardous materials, including gam- 
line, in external piping on cargo 
trucks, an estimated 6O.OoO of which 
deliver gas to about 175.000 service 
stations around the country. 

But federal transportation offi- 
cials resisted compelling the petro- 
leum industry to make the change, 
saying that they were not convinced 
that it was merited by the number of 
incidents caused by wet lines. 

Precise figures are not available 
about how many fatalities can be 
directly attributed to ruptured tank- 

ment has found that 47 tanker truck 
accidents between 1990 and 1997 re- 

,. 
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Lottery Numbers 
Oct. 13,2000 
New York Numbers - 059 
Nen York Win 4 - 3936 
New York Pick 10 - 3,4,6.13, 
15,18,19,23,24,27,37,39,44,50. 
51.55,57,60,67,74 
New Jersey Pick 3 - 677 
New Jersey Pick 4 - 0116 
New Jersey Cash 5 - 7,26,28, 
32.34 
cmnecticut Mid-Day 3 - 646 
cameetlcut MibDay 4 - 8745 

oct. lZ,2OOo 
New Yo& Take 5 - 1,5,19,20, 
27 
c<rrmecticut DaUy - 605 
connectlcut Play 4 - 6235 
Coawrmm Cadr I - 8,21,23, 
24,27 

- 

Traveling? 
check the weather.. . 

, from Albany to Ampulco. 
m’tlrrr - tk-b.P 

7he petmleum 
industry has resisted 
better shields h r  
tanker truck pipes. 

sulted in ruptured pipes but also says 
that some acciderits like this may be 
going unreported. The American Pe- 
troleum Institute, which represents 
500 petroleum companies, said re- 
search done on behalf of the institute 
in 1994 estimated that ruptured load- 
ing pipes had caused. on average, 
one death every 11 years. 

In a letter to the safety board in 
May 1999, Transportation Secretary 
Rodney E. Slater wrote‘that it still , 
appeared to the department that “a 
total prohibition of wet lines may not , 
be cost-effective.” But yesterday, a 
spokeswoman for the Office of Ha- 
a r d m  Materials Safety within the 
department said that the office ex- 
pected to begin looking at the issue 
again early next year, seeking com- 
ments from experts and considering 

In the last several years, a handful 
of small trucking companies, mostly 
In the Northeast, have begun to make 
safety improvements themselves. in- 
stalling a paten= device made by a 
Brooklyn company, Cargo Tank Con- 
cepts, that pumps excess gasoIine 
out of the loading pipes. 
Ron Andenmatten. the president of 

t h e - c o m p m i d  yesterday that 
SUnoOe in Philadelphia, 
was t h e s r  - petroleum com- 
P 
---change voluntarily. 

bought the devices 
for 65 of its trucks. 

BP Amoco P.L.C., one of the 
world’s largesf oil companies, has 
also been testing the device on one of 
its trucks based in California, but the 
company reported in a recent news- 
letter that it had decided not to in- 
stall the devices on all its trucks 
“until legislation comes out mandat- 
ing that the system be installed.” 
Mr. Lopatkiewicz, the spokesman 

for the safety board, said it was not 
known when investigators, who are 
working alongside the Suffolk County 
Police Department, would make a 
final determination of what caused 
he East Islip accident. The central 
question they will be trying to an- 
swer, he said, is, “If the wet lines did 
mot have the gasoline in them, would 
this accident have had the sewpql 
CM ii dip?” - -  

changing tbL*. 
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Car-tanker collision sparks 1-95 inferno; no one hurt 
D f A ” ,  FROM 16 
&+$der of the road. 

“It all hap ened so fast. I 
1 ft if there 9 d took off run- . It was incredible. Thank 

d that nothing more h a p  
pfmed.“ 

I Because of the fire damage, 
t e Florida Highway Patrol 
s id investigators could not 
t a 11 whether the pipes under 
t4e truck, which belongs to 
North Carolina-based Eagle 
‘Rbsport. had been hit. 

The truck was on its way 
~ u t h  to make a gasoline deliv- 
ery from its loading facility at 
Port Everglades when it was 
b;t about 9:l5 p.m., company 
representative Betty Jo Apol 
said 
‘-But she knew no other 

details. Eagle’s vice-president 
for safety was out of the office 
in Rocky Mount, N.C., on Fri- 
&y and unavailable, she said . The truck’s locally-based 
drives, identified by the FHP as 
Eeginald Woods, was unhurt, 
shk said. He also could not be 
&ached. 

We’re just glad no one was 
or h a ’ ’  Apd said 

The fue id a SQ-foot-long 
gash along two laneb and the 

-h-.tl-a€a-sOtrBeGddep 
Glades interchange, Florida 
Department of Transportation 
offwials said. The lanes finally 
were open to traftic at 7 a.m. 
Friday, b were left “pitted 
like a pi 6” eapple” and may 
require extensive repairs, said 
DOT maintenance engineer 
Richard Kenny. 

Similar collisions involving 
tanker trucks have been linked 
to several deaths across the 
country. About 50 gallons of 
gasoline typically remains in 
each of the pipes after the tank 
is fded, experts say. 

The sorcalled “wet-line” 
pipes are pot protected and 
ride beloq the tank‘s belly at 
the same level as passenger 
cars, makipg them vulnerable 
to a collisipn that can spill the 
gasoline a$d provoke a fire. 

After iqlvestigating a 1997 
car-tanker inferno that killed a 
doctor in New York and closed 
part of the state thruway for 
six monflhs. the National 
TransportJation Safety Board 
recommeded the federal gov- 
ernment require better protec- 
tion for the pipes or installa- 
tion of a device to pump out 
the excess gas. 

The petroleum industry 

- - b = u b  
ment, saying the risk of such 
accidents was too small to jus- 
tify the high cost. The U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
has not acted. 

But one critic contends such 
accidents are underreported 
and more common than either 
the industry or the govem- 
ment will acknowledge: 

“Most people don’t know 
about it,” said Ron Andenmat- 
ten, president of a Brooklyn, 
N.Y., company that nhkes a 
device to pump out -excess 
gas now being installed in oil 
giant Sunoco’s trucks. “A lot of 
people continue to perish, and 
they die a tem’be death.” 

After watching news video 
of Thursday‘s 1-95 tire, Anden- 
matten said he believes rup- 
tured pipes were the cause. 
Had the tank itself ruptured in 
the accident, fuel would have 
spilled in a wider radius and 
caused a larger ground fue, he 
said. Instead, the flames 
seemed to burn from the top of 
the tank down, a pattern 
Andenmatten said suggests the 
fire began in the pipes. 

FHP officials said they don’t 
have the expertise to make 
such a determination, a task 

htLlk-*StnteDepart- 
mept of * Flor- 
ida D m a  they 
would get involved only at 
PHP’s request, but had 
received no inquires from the 
agency Friday. 

Troopers said the unli- 
censed 18-year-old driver of 
the Civic, which also carried 
four young men as passengers, 
provoked the accident when 
he tried to squeeze it between 
the tanker and Fiallos’ van. 

Gpry ViUranc was charged 
with driving without a license 
and making an improper lane 
change. 

The FHP said Vilfranc had 
borrowed the car from a friend 
who was not among the pas- 
sengers. 

“What saved them was that 
the tanker continued to go 
southbound, and it moved the 
fue away from the vehicle,” 
said FHP Lt. Emesto Duarte. 
“The driver kept driving for 
several hundred feet before he 

Because the accident report 
had not been completed by Fn- 
day night, the FHP was unable 
to make Vilfranc’s address 
avail.ble. Villianc could not be 
reached for comment. 

stop* 
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Schoolchildren Were Sent Home Early Tuesday 

WILLIAMSTON, S.C., Updated 3:lO p.m. EST 
January 31,2001 - Students at an Anderson County =- WEIGHT 
elementary school returned to school Wednesday, after 
being sent home early Tuesday because of nearby 
accident involving a tanker truck, News 4 reports. 

Ford Explorer driving 
on the wrong side of the road collided with a gasoline 
e e r ,  which spilled gasoline across the road. 

m Tanker cleanup a big 
effort 

Sk 4video DiGiisa 

Firefighters and hazardous 
materials crews had to clean up 
the approximately 800 gallons 
of spilled gasoline. 

Raitt, Lone Star To 
Play Freedom 
Weekend 

2 Different Water 
Lines Cut I n  Iva 
School Board OKs ' In  
God We Trust'  
Anderson College 
Names Interim 
President 

OEcials said that a great deal 
of gasoline collected in a ditch 
alongside the road and was knee deep in certain 
places. 

School cafeteria workers provided lunch for the 
firefighters. 

The Explorer involved in the accident caught fire, but that was quickly 
put out. 

4 
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nut concern tnam me m e s  rrom me gasoline couia S P ~ K  an explosion 
prompted the school district superintendent to cancel school for the 
remainder of the day. 

He dismissed the students and called parents to pick them up. 

"The students were never in any immediate danger, but we didn't want to 
make any errors," Anderson County Public Safety director Gerald Shealy 

COMMUNITY 

N LISTINGS 

I N S I D E  
WYFF 4 

YOUR FEEDBACK 

NEWS 4 FORUM 

EDUCATION 
MATTERS said. 
TRAVEL 

Parents said that they approved of the decision. 

'Ws the right thing to do -- With the way the wind is blowing, anythmg 
can happen," parent Brent Brooks said. I 
Copyright 2001 by TheCarolinachannel. All rights reserved This 
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed 
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Winston-Salem Journal (NC) 
March 20,2001 
Section: B 
Edition: CITY 
Page: 2 
Column: Fire/Police Briefs 

GAS TANKER OVERTURNS 

JOURNAL STAFF AND WIRE REPORT 

A shut-off valve failed yesterday when an Eagle Transport tanker truck hauling 9,000 
gallons of gas overturned and forced the evacuation of a neighborhood, authorities said. 
About 1,000 gallons of the fuel spilled into yards, but none reached nearby streams or 
creeks, according to the High Point Police Department. 
The truck driver, John Eplin, told investigators that he was going west on Dillon Road about 520 
a.m. when a car crossed into his lane. Eplin said that his truck overturned when he swenred to 
avoid hitting the car. Eplin was not seriously injured. 

High Point firefighters sprayed foam on the wrecked tanker to avoid an explosion while police and 
other emergency officials evacuated residents from a neighborhood off Scientific Street. By 3 
p.m., workers had removed the truck. 

Eplin was not charged but an inspection of the tanker by the N.C. Department of Motor Vehicles 
showed that a shut-off valve designed to prevent spills in an accident did not work, said Lt. Marty 
Sumner of the High Point police. 

Head-on collision kills North Wilkesboro man 

NORTH WILKESBORO - A Wilkes County man died yesterday morning when the van he was 
riding in was hit head-on by a Jeep that crossed the road's centerline, officials with the N.C. 
Highway Patrol said. 

Robert Christopher Breland, 31, of North Wilkesboro died in the accident on N.C. 268 about two 
miles east of North Wilkesboro. 

He had been a passenger in a Mercury van driven by his father, Robert Franklin Breland, 63, of 
Jefferson. The elder Breland was taken to Baptist Hospital, where he was listed in critical 
condition last night, hospital officials said. 

The driver of the Jeep, David Ray Caudill, 19, of Roaring River, was listed in satisfactory 
condition yesterday at Wilkes Regional Medical Center. 

Details about the accident and possible pending charges were not available yesterday. 
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Archdale man dies in one-vehicle accident 

An Archdale man was killed Sunday when his car ran off N.C. 66, struck a ditch and went 
airborne before hitting a utility pole and a tree. 

The accident happened about 2:25 a.m. near Payne Road in Forsyth County, about two miles 
north of High Point, said Trooper R. Robles of the N.C. Highway Patrol. 

Tommy Ray Smith, 24, of 6773 Cedar Square Road was traveling about 80 mph when he lost 
control of his car, Robles said. Smith was thrown from the car and died at the scene, Robles said. 
He was not wearing a seat belt. 

Sheriff investigating death of woman found in woods 

STATESVILLE - The lredell County Sheriffs Department is investigating the death of a woman 
whose body was found in some woods off US. 70 about 10 miles west of Statesville. 

The body was taken to Chapel Hill for an autopsy. 

Sheriff Phillip Redmond said last night that investigators have not identified the woman who was 
found Friday. She is white, in her 20s with brown hair and hazel eyes. She is about 5 feet, 4 
inches tall and weighs about 120 pounds. 

Redmond declined to comment further 
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Driver determined in fatal truck crash 

BYANDYNELESEN 
P ress-G azette 

~~ 

Investigators used forensic evidence to determine Brett Brockman, 28, drove 
the pickup that crashed into a gasoline tanker, killing four people. 

Medical Examiner investigators determined that Robert Villa, 32, was in the 
passenger seat of the truck and Joshua Calaway, 21, and Ernest F. Stevens, 
38, were in the back seat of the club cab pickup around 8 a.m. Monday. 

The contractors, employed by Trowelon Inc., were on their way to the 
Wisconsin Public Service J.P. Pulliam power plant to install an epoxy floor 
when their vehicle slid through a stop sign and hit the tanker loaded with 8,800 
qallons of fuel. 

The impact sheered off the pipes and valves on the bottom of the rig, pouring 
gasoline into the passenger compartment of the pickup. 

An explosion and fire ensued. 

All four men in the pickup truck died. 

The driver of the tanker, Mark Dickerson, 45, escaped without injury. The 
crash, at Bylsby Avenue and Hurlbut Street, knocked out power to about area 
25 businesses. 

Villa, an experienced tradesman, grew up in a small town in Arizona that 
relatives called "a wide spot in the road." He relocated to Green Bay in 
December 1999. 

"He's been doing floors as long as I've known him," said Nancy Villa, Robert's 
aunt. "He's been doing it quite a while." 

Villa, known by friends and family as Bobby, lived with his girlfriend of six 
years, Tuey Moreland and their three children: Kristy, 4; Robert Jr., 3; and 
Luke, 5 months. 

Moreland was visiting relatives in Missouri when the crash occurred and is not 
expected to return to Green Bay, Nancy Villa said Thursday. 

"She doesn't want to come back up here," Nancy Villa said. 
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Villa's company, Trowelon Inc., will be closed today in memory of the four men 
who died. 

"Our thoughts are with the families," a company statement said Thursday. 

Green Bay police have said weather was probably a factor in the crash. 

Witnesses said the area was enveloped in thick fog. 

The intersection, in the middle of an industrial park, was closed most of 
Monday while repair crews cleaned up the wreckage and reset wires and utility 
poles in the area. 
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140 Cherry Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11222 

(631 )  242-9549 ( 7 1 8 )  388-4500 
(516)  599-5559 

”A Tradition of Quality 
Since 1859”  

Mr. John Graham; Administrator 
W r c e  of Management and Badget 
Ofice of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20503 
Dear Sir: 

September 27,2001 

In the interest of public safety and with the new focus on the importance of protecting our 
cormtry’s infiatructme, I &ore you to use your smth-orrty to e x m e  the intenti-om of both the 
NTSB and the USDOT in prohibiting a very dangerous practice. I am referring to the practice of 
gasoline tanker trucks transporting up to 50 gallons of gasoline in their exposed outlet pipes that 
are actually “designed to fail, if impacted in an accident”. 

E believe that the rea€ issue here is not about the costs or benefits of new technologes that 
eliminate this hazard, but whether gasoline tanker trucks, which can carry about 112 of the fue2 
cupuci~ of a jumbo jet, should continue to be allowed to operate in a way that they were not 
designed. These may be harsh words that refer to our recent national tragedy, but the truth is that 
it was not the mqmt of the jumbo jets that brought down the World Trade Center, bat the 
exceptional heat of the jet fuel fire that compromised the steel structure. That fact warrants 
some specid considerations and a focus on safety or we may find ourselves losing a suspension 
bridge, not from a terrorist attack, but from an accidental fender bender. It is important to 
rea€ize that the W S B  concluded that a “wet line” spit1 ofjust 28 gaffm caused the eniire 9,000 
gallons inside a cargo tank to go up in flames and destroy a 7 million dollar thruway overpass. It 
is ironic that the cargo tank, which is painstakingly designed in every other way to retain so 
much gasoline in an accident, ends up transporting the last 50 gallons in piping designed to 
sacrifice itself in an accident. 

These “outlet pipes” were designed during the time when cargo tanks were loaded from 
the top of the tank. They would only contain gasoline when the tank was delivering product to 
the service station. Since they were otherwise empty all the time, they were designed to break on 
mrpact in order to protect the tank ski1 and t k  main valve in the M € y  of the tank. The Industry 
started transporting gasoline in them illegally in the ~ O ’ S ,  when they began using them as 
“bottom-loading lines”, without any change in design. The USDOT has always maintained that 
these outlet pipes are an “inappropriate package for the transportation of hazardous materials” 
arrd an “umrecasary risk”. Wkm the m b t r y  complained that there were no technologes at that 
time to eliminate this hazard, they granted the industry an “exception” until technologies to 
elitninate them became available. 

That time has come. SUNOCO has been operating our “Wet Line Purging Systems’’ for 
more than 3 years and rts entire natrond fleet wi€€ bc eqmppcd with systems before the end of the 
year. The system costs $3,500 and only requires 16 manhours to install. Including the cost of 
labor, this onIy adds about 2 ‘4% to the cost of a new tractor trailer, which is less than many 
companies pay for non-essential options such as air-ride suspensions, large corporate decals, 
painting, etc. 
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It would appear that this problem deserves a logical look at safety with a firm emphasis 
on benefits. True benefits, however, are frequently impossible to properly determine through 
analysis, as you probably already know. For example, in February 2000 the OMB estimated that 
‘‘costs” to the economy from regulation totaled between 174 to 234 billion doll-, while the 
scope of estimated “benefits” were essentially indefinable, ranging between 32 billion and 1,621 
billion! 

I sympathize with the enormous task your ofice has in trying to best decipher the myriad 
of potential costs and benefits of any regulation and I embrace the importance to our country in 
attempting to make that effort, however, the benefits of prohibiting this practice belong in the 
clear redm ofcomnt~n sense and not in the ambiguities that can arise when mathmatical 
extrapolations are subjectively applied to a database that the NTSB considers to be subject to 
underreporting and inadequate for this purpose? The benefits that neust be weighed at times a~ 
not just the benefits associated with regulatory action, but also the Zm@s of ud&g the 
potentid comeqHences of InaCtiOn. In these circumstances, the act of delaying is like watching 
a time bomb, with the real and MI potential of “benefits” not being realized until they explode in 
your face. We should be deeply concerned that regulatory inaction on this issue has been 
“ticking” away for years. 

For example, The New York City Fire Department petitioned the USDOT in 1994 to 
address this hazard and I have enclosed the petition submitted by Chief John J. Hodgens for your 
review. It is unfortunate that after 7 ?A years not even the proposed rule has seen the light of day 
in the Federal Register. Of further concern, is the fact that the federal government unwittingly 
forced this liability upon the people of New Yo& City. When Congress enacted the Unifotm 
safety Act, governing hazardow materials in the early W’s, the NYFD regulations that 
eliminated this hazard were preempted. Consequently, this hazard is now continuhg to be 
intraluced into the city. 

In response to the re”mendation fiom the NTSB, RSPA has twice submitted a 
proposed d e ,  Docket RSPA-994223: to the OMB for acceptance. In light of the foregoing, we 
respectfblly request a meeting with you or a member of your staff, before this rule is resubmitted. 
Over the last 12 years, we have acquired extensive knowledge about the history, nature, 
frequency and potential cowuences of this hazard. We would also like to discuss the actual 
cosfs and benefits of our system that we believe may have been recently misrepresented to your 
& i .  I can be reached at (631) 242-9549. T W  you for your ti= a& f‘ your inrerest in 
safety. 

Ron Andenmatten, President 

‘Source: The Washington Post; Business Section; June 6,2001 
NTSB Repat # NTSBCHAR-98LOUSUM; Pages 15 and 16. 
HM213B; “safety Require“ Prohibiting TranspOrtaeion of Flammable Liquids in External Product 

Piping on Cargo Tanks” 


